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Celebrating 20 years of Philanthropy, Leadership and Legacy.  
The start of a new year is always a busy and exciting time for the Community Foundation of Middlesex 
County (CFMC). As we look back on a wonderful 2016, we also look forward to working with donors and 
our local nonprofit partners to see where together we might have the greatest impact in 2017. We are 
also kicking off our year-long 20th anniversary celebration with plans to continue and expand CFMC’s 
grassroots approach to philanthropy, leadership, and legacy. 
 
The community foundation’s story began in 1997 when a small group of private citizens, with the help of 
local businesses and organizations, decided to form a charitable entity to improve the quality of life for 
all in Middlesex County. They wanted to provide support to community programs and services now and 
well into the future. They understood that by working together and pooling their individual resources 
into one organization, they would have far greater impact than they ever could on their own. 
 
Since then, the community foundation has worked with donors to establish 189 funds and has awarded 
more than $5.4 million in grants to local nonprofits for the arts, cultural and heritage programs, 
educational activities, environmental improvements, and for health and human services. In addition, the 
community foundation goes beyond the grant and offers numerous workshops, seminars, webinars, and 
one-on-one consulting to help its nonprofit partners grow, flourish, and deliver improved programs and 
services. 
 
Recently we received an early 20th anniversary gift with news that CFMC will be the recipient of an $8 
million bequest from the trust of the late Mary Janvrin. Janvrin and her pre-deceased sister Natalie 
Janvrin Wiggins lived quiet lives in Old Lyme and shared a life-long love of all nature, particularly birds, 
as well as the history and arts. Mary later resided in Chester until her passing in September 2016. At that 
time her trust set into motion the establishment of an $8 million fund at CFMC, the “Mary Janvrin and 
Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals, and Nature,” which celebrates the sisters’ 
passions with numerous and creative possibilities. 
 
We are honored to be given the responsibility of ensuring that Janvrin’s legacy is supported now and 
forever, and to be one of the chosen facilitators. It is indeed a wonderful gift to everyone in the region. 
It exemplifies the true essence of CFMC and the value it places on working together to help meet each 
and every donor’s personal philanthropic goals—regardless the size of the gift. 
 
We look forward to sharing more good news over the coming months and to more opportunities to 
make great things happen in your community. Give us a call at 860-347-0025, drop us an email at 
info@middlesexcountycf.org, or leave us a comment on our Facebook page. 
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For twenty years, the Community Foundation of Middlesex County has been defined by its grassroots 
approach to philanthropy, leadership, and legacy. We help connect valued donors with local nonprofits 
to address community needs and improve the quality of life for all. We do this by funding nonprofit 
programs and services, and by going “beyond the grant” by offering workshops, seminars, webinars and 
one-on-one consulting to help our nonprofit partners flourish. This past year we had the pleasure of 
connecting with Deep River resident Ray Hayes, and Pay4Ward, his newly established charitable 
organization that helps an often underserved population, our country’s veterans. Ray’s story exemplifies 
the power of partnership and how great things happen when we all work together. 
 
After serving in Vietnam and receiving an Army commendation, Ray returned home. Forty years later 
while working with Veterans Affairs, he discovered he had been suffering from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (P.T.S.D.).  A colleague who knew Ray had a passion for sailing suggested he try an Outward 
Bound open-water trip with other veterans, and he’s never looked back. Ray explained “You must work 
as a team in the Army. You must work as a team sailing.” Ray realized the tremendous therapeutic 
qualities sailing could have on others suffering from P.T.S.D. and felt it was his mission to help returning 
veterans through a sailing program.  
 
Ray used his own sailboat and sails to get Pay4ward up and running. Thanks to his determination, 
twenty-five (25) veterans were able to enjoy a cooperative sailing experience during Pay4Ward’s 
inaugural season in 2016. Ray realized that forty year old sails with significant wear and tear might 
hinder his goal of having an even more successful second season.  Ray approached the Community 
Foundation of Middlesex County to learn about CFMC’s competitive grant process. He went on to attend 
a series of CFMC workshops which helped him network and make lasting connections with other 
nonprofits in our region. Ray was focused on learning as much as he could about securing financial 
assistance and operational support to continue building his program. Through his hard work, a grant was 
awarded and Ray will be able to purchase new sails, thus reducing downtime spent repairing the old 
ones. Just imagine how many more veterans will be served.   
 
At the Community Foundation, it’s all about connecting the dots. We are inspired by people like Ray 
Hayes who are determined to share their passion and to truly make a difference in the lives of others. 
We are grateful for our generous donors who allow us to provide support to organizations such as 
Pay4Ward. Their ongoing compassion and their commitment to the needs of Middlesex County are 
reasons we all celebrate good people doing great things. Help us make great things happen in your 
community. Give us a call at (860) 347-0025, drop us an email at info@MiddlesexCountyCF.org, or leave 
us a comment on our Facebook page.  
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For the past 20 years, the Community 
Foundation of Middlesex County has 
been working with community members 
who have a deep passion and commit-
ment to improving the quality of life for 
all. We turn their desire to create a legacy 
of giving into a charitable fund that has 
a very real and positive impact on the 
programs and services they care most 
about. Through these funds, we provide 
resources to support the arts, education, 
human services, animal welfare, the 
environment, heritage enhancements, 
and other areas of interest. We provide 
services, programs, and grants to our local 
nonpro�ts, working in partnership for a 
better today and a better tomorrow. 

We invite you to learn more about how you
can support your community. Visit us at
MiddlesexCountyCF.org or 860-347-0025. 
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