
CFMC Grant Application

COMPLETE THIS APPLICATION FOR FUNDING REQUESTS FOR THE
Community Foundation of Middlesex County Competitive Cycle.
Instructions: Complete the application on the website. You may "Save and Continue Later" - the site will email you a link which
is active for 30 days. Review instructions document for full details before completing. Complete all questions.

Section V requires certain documents to be uploaded to the form - see the Application Instructions Document for a
list of the required items. All items must be uploaded as PDF Files.The required Project Budget form is available on
the website in Word. This document must be submitted as PDF file as well.

I. Application Information

Legal Name of Organization
MARC Community Resources Ltd

Division or Department Name (if applicable)
 

Are you a 501(c)3 Organization
Yes

Other Tax Exempt Entity?
 

EIN #
06-6011968

If your organization is not a 501(c) 3 tax exempt entity or division/department of a 170(c)1 government agency or religious
organization, please contact Thayer Talbott, 860.347.0025, for further information before completing the application.

Dollar Amount Requested $
5,000

Total Cost associated with request $
79,296

Summary Statement
This grant will fund the Adult Skill Development and Leisure Program for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities
(I/DD) in Middlesex County and the Shoreline. Through engaging activities and creating “teachable moments,” we help foster
their skill development, communication, socialization, daily living, and more.



II. Funding Request Information

1. Proposal / Purpose

MARC’s Adult Skill Development & Leisure Program provides socialization, skill-building, and recreational opportunities for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) while providing families and guardians with much-needed
respite. The “teachable moments” individuals experience helps them to become more independent and have proven to increase
happiness and inclusion. 

The Intellectual and Developmental Research Centers (IDDRC) Network, a nationwide group funded by NIH, reports that the
COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately affected individuals with I/DD. As a vulnerable population, they were extraordinarily
susceptible to the pandemic’s physical, mental, and social effects. Many individuals with I/DD lost the support of trained service
providers due to COVID mandates to stay at home. The isolation experienced by this population of individuals has resulted in a
loss of structure and activity, fear and frustration, and the loss of friendships and social skills.  

  For MARC’s Adult Skill Development and Leisure program, the pandemic has made it incredibly challenging to continue to
provide recreational opportunities. In-person programs came to an abrupt halt in 2020, and the profile of our programming
completely changed to virtual services; some of these services continue to this day.  As opportunities for in-person programs
developed, MARC provided more individualized (1 to 1) programs rather than group-oriented ones and mainly relied on outdoor
recreational programs.    

 As we work toward regaining this program’s former structure, the well-being of its participants drives our decisions. Because of
the needs of the individuals who cannot return to in-person programming, we will continue to provide some virtual programs. This
September, we will re-introduce “The Leisure Link,” a quarterly guide and calendar in which individuals receive a program
booklet and can register for recreational programs for the coming 3-month period. This structure will allow more individuals to
choose and attend a wider variety of programs. We will begin with a structured 2-month calendar for October and November
2022 and then return to a 3-month calendar starting in December 2022.  As previously stated, we will continue to offer a handful
of virtual programs, which will also be included in The Leisure Link. This option will aid those participants who cannot attend in-
person programs in maintaining friendships and contact with fellow participants. In inclement weather, virtual services serve as a
backup to in-person programs. 

 Currently, we are working to resurrect the MYARC program this fall at Mercy High School. This collaborative program allows
student volunteers from Mercy High School and Xavier High School to interact with MARC participants through after-school
programs. This program was put on hold when the pandemic hit.  Many students who were active in this pre-pandemic program
have graduated, leaving behind few who understand the program. It won’t be easy to re-engage students, but we believe that it is
a worthwhile endeavor. This program helps to break down barriers by providing real-life experience in interacting with individuals
with I/DD and has resulted in some students choosing Special Education as their chosen field of study in college. 

 Grants and donor support solely fund MARC’s Adult Recreation & Leisure program. This program remains a top priority despite
a 61% decrease in United Way funding this fiscal year. We believe that it is our fundamental duty as an organization that
supports individuals with I/DD to ensure they have access to programs in the community that help them develop the skills to live
more independently while helping to break down barriers. 

 Some of the challenges we experienced in the last two years may arise again. It will be critical in the coming months to remain
flexible and adapt to ever-changing conditions that could affect our programming. Our focus remains to stay vigilant with safety
protocols that provide a sense of comfort and decrease any fears or anxiety with being re-introduced to recreational opportunities
amongst larger groups of people in the communities. 

 Because of the ongoing pandemic, our goals remain basic: 

1.       Continue to provide safe opportunities for individuals with I/DD to work on a variety of life skills and maintain important
relationships with their peers 

2.       Re-introduce The Leisure Link 



3.       Continue to provide 3-5 virtual programs per month 

4.       Re-establish MYARC program at Mercy High School 

5.       Replace lost funding with more grants and donor support 

6.       Increase the number of individuals attending in-person programs by 10% 

 

2. Sustainability and Assessing Impact

The Adult Skill Development & Leisure program relies solely on grants, donations, and fundraising activities as we do not receive
State funding for this program. While the past few years have been difficult on our fundraising efforts due to COVID, we face
additional challenges in funding this integral program. Our funding from the Middlesex United Way decreased 61% this fiscal
year.  

We believe that it is our duty to continue providing individuals with I/DD opportunities to gain fundamental life skills that will help
them to live as independently and fully as possible. To that end, we will continue to raise funds and apply for grants to ensure that
this longstanding program is available for its participants. While we charge a nominal fee to participate in these programs, we do
not want to increase the price of participation as the individuals we engage do not have much disposable income. However, if we
must increase the fees nominally to ensure that we can provide this program, we will. A private donor will sponsor individuals
who cannot afford to pay an increase in fees. 

 

III. Grant Program / Project Information

Organization Area of Impact (choose ONE)
Recreation

Grant Type (choose ONE)
Program Development/Implementation

Target Demographics (Select all that apply):
Adults
Other

Other Demographic:
Individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities

Geographic Area(s) Served By This Application:
Chester
Clinton
Cromwell
Deep River
Durham
East Haddam
East Hampton
Essex



Haddam
Killingworth
Middlefield
Middletown
Old Saybrook
Portland
Westbrook

Total Number of People in Middlesex County Personally Impacted
187

IV. Organization Information

Board of Directors / Trustees Information

Total Number of Directors/Trustees:
13

Percent (%) of Directors/Trustees who contribute
annually to Operations
100%

Total Number of Board meetings held last year:
10

Average number attending in person:
11

Date most recent IRS Form 990 was filed:
5/11/2022

Year of Return:
2021

Organization's Fiscal Year
July 1 - June 30

Organization's Total Operating Budget
11616147.32

Division Operating Budget Information
 

National Organization Chapter Information
15

Did you RECEIVE a competitive process grant in the:
2020-2021 cycle
2021-2022 cycle

Brief Background Statement of the Organization:

In 1955, eight families with children with I/DD came together to offer each other support and resources. Today, MARC
Community Resources is a multi-service agency providing services and support to over 200 individuals throughout Middlesex
and Greater Hartford Counties, and the Shoreline. We offer a broad spectrum of services that focus on helping to empower
individuals with I/DD to fulfill their dreams and live their best lives. The organization uses employment, housing, social and
community involvement, and advocacy services to assist Individuals with I/DD to move towards greater independence. We
envision a society where all people with disabilities become integral and celebrated community members. 



V. Additional Information To Be Included with the Application
Please Note: Additional information requested below MUST be uploaded in PDF files. Other document formats will
not be accepted by the application form. Attempts to upload other file formats could result in a loss of all
application data entered.

A. CFMC Application Budget Summary Form:
Rec-Budget.pdf

B. Current Organization Operations Budget
Board-Budget-Fiscal-Year-2023.pdf

C. Board of Directors and Officers List
Board-List-2022-with-Affiliations.pdf

D. IRS Tax Exempt Determination Letter
IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf

E. America Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
Yes

ARPA Funding detail

Designate Will Apply or Have Been Approved/Received Amount Requested / Approved

Have a pending information 975,000

Additional financial documentation, including the organization’s most recent audit, annual report, and IRS Form 990
may also be required. Only provide this information if requested.

For programs or projects which are collaborations among two or more organizations or where an organization provides in-school
or after-school programming for schools, the Community Foundation requires a list of organizations or schools partnering with
your organization as well as Letters of Support.

For the purposes of this application, collaborations are defined as partnerships where two or more agencies are committed
through staffing, funding, and resource allocation to the goals and objectives of the program described. Because the nature of the
collaboration requires two or more entities to works together, for the purposes of funding, only one organization may complete the
application, and in doing so, accepts responsibility for all evaluative and fiduciary reporting.

For all collaborations, the Community Foundation requires letters of support from the non-applicant organization(s) and/or from
the school(s) and school district(s) at which the applicant organization is the program.

Is this application a collaboration of two or more
nonprofit organizations (NOT schools)?
No

Is this application in collaboration with a School(s) or
School District(s)?
No

If Yes, is this a New or On-Going Collaboration?
 

If this is an On-Going Collaboration, how long has the
collaboration existed?
 



List of Collaborators
N/A

Letters of Support (if a collaboration with schools or other nonprofits))
 



VI. Organization Contact Information

Are you a new nonprofit applicant to the Community Foundation?
No

Executive Officer's Name
Melissa Davison-Wood

Title
President & CEO

Phone
(860) 342-0700

Executive Officer Email
malissa.davison-wood@marc-cr.org

Contact Person
Lori Lodge

Title
Vice President of Development

Phone
(860) 342-0700

Application Contact Email
lori.lodge@marc-cr.org

Mailing Address
25 Industrial Park Road
Middletown, Connecticut 06457
United States

Street Address
Connecticut
United States

Website
https://www.marccommunityresources.org/

Social Media Channels

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/marccommunityresources

Twitter - https://twitter.com/MARC_CommRes

VII. Non-Funding Needs

As we work on updating our strategic plan and expanding Board, we look forward to utilizing CFMC as a resource and an advisor
on professionals that we can bring in to help us with these efforts.



VIII. Marketing and Public Relations
Organizations receiving grants from the Community Foundation of Middlesex County must promote their funding awards
according to the marketing and public relations guidelines established by the Community Foundation. By signing the application
below, the CEO/Executive Director understands the Community Foundation’s marketing and public relations requirements if
awarded a grant. The Community Foundation will host a seminar on marketing guidelines and tips for grantees annually. The
Community Foundation’s Grantee Communications Kit may be downloaded on our website in the Nonprofit Resources section,
middlesexcountycf.org/nonprofits/resources/forms-pr-guidelines/.



IX. Tax Exempt Standing and Use of Grant Funding Certification
By signing this application, the CEO/Executive Director/Board President is certifying that your organization is a qualified 501c3
organization or other charitable organization recognized and currently in good standing with the IRS, or 170(c)(1) governmental
agencies. Should a grant be approved by the Community Foundation of Middlesex County, these funds may only be used for the
purpose outlined in your original application; you must notify us if you are unable to do so. If grant funding is provided, you may
only use these funds for charitable purpose as described in Section 170(c)2 of the IRS code, and funds may not be used for any
political or lobbying activity. In addition, no tangible benefits, goods or services may be received by our donors or by staff
members of the Community Foundation of Middlesex County in exchange for grant funding.

Signature Certification
I certify that my printed name as stated and assigned below constitutes my signature and may be accepted as such.

Printed Name
Lori Lodge

Title
Vice President of Development

Date
09/09/2022


