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A Little Compassion Inc.
Nest Gatherings

to support a part time, 5 hour per week, Nest Gatherings Coordinator to plan, schedule and administer the program and 
coordinate efforts with our Gatherings Volunteers. The Nest Gatherings program offers a growing array of engaging and 
interactive social events for young adults with autism and intellectual and developmental disabilities. Activities are geared 
toward the unique interests and preferences of the young adults we serve.

$5,000.00

A Place Called Hope
Astro Turf for transport boxes and perches

to purchase Green Long Leaf Astro Turf measuring  which is used in cages, carriers, transport boxes, perches, shelves and 
ramps. It is durable and helps feet and beaks of the birds in our care.

$1,000.00

Ahern Whalen Baseball
Equipment and Participation Fees for At-Risk Youth

to support participation fees and equipment for at risk youth, giving them a healthy outlet to play baseball and compete with 
youth from surrounding towns. Ahern Whalen is a baseball club offering recreational baseball programs for 13-18 year old 
boys that live in Middlesex county.

$5,000.00

American Red Cross-CT Chapter
Disaster Cycle Services for Middlesex County

to support the American Red Cross Connecticut Disaster Cycle Services for Middlesex County. The goal of American Red 
Cross Disaster Services is to help create resilient communities. There are three components to achieving this goal: 
Disaster Response and Relief, Disaster Recovery and Disaster Preparedness. We have modified our protocols to continue 
our mission during this pandemic

$5,000.00

Animal Alliance Welfare League, Inc.
TVNR (Trap/Vaccinate/Neuter-Spay/Return Project

to administer the 2022 Young-to-Adult TVNR (Trap/ Vaccinate/Neuter-spay/ Return) Project. This program focuses on 
freeroaming community cats and homeless strays, supports the organization's on-going mission to help control stray cat 
overpopulation and minimize the number of kittens born to the streets and taken in by our partner rescue, Almost Home, in 
Killingworth.

$2,000.00

ARTFARM, Inc.
Middle East-Middletown: The Afghan Stories Production

to support the "Middle East-Middletown: The Afghan Stories," a social and theatrical exploration and sharing that will 
feature the voices of immigrants, veterans and lay-individuals, and honor the experiences, history and contemporary 
circumstances of a region and a people and how and why it matters here in central Connecticut.

$3,000.00

Artists for World Peace
Buckets of Love Project

to support the third annual BUCKETS OF LOVE project for children in Middletown on the town green. The project will 
expand to welcome community members of all ages to paint live, repeating the 6x6 paintings for the youth and a mural 
project for adults. Artists will teach and assist, and volunteers will distribute BUCKETS of free art supplies to 450 children. 
Another addition this year will be live music and dance.

$3,000.00
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Arts for Learning Connecticut, Inc.
Arts-Learning Programs in Deep River, Chester, and East Haddam

to support creative, cultural, curricular-aligned arts learning programs during the 2021-22 school year across three schools 
in CFMC's region: Deep River Elementary, Chester Elementary, and East Haddam Elementary. With school leaders and 
supported by contributions from PTOs, programs are designed to best meet the needs of these schools, including musical 
performance, dance, storytelling, and theatre.

$2,500.00

Bare Necessities, Inc.
Diaper Distribution Program

to support Keeping Babies Healthy, Happy, and Dry, serving very low to low-income families in the Middlesex County 
communities of Clinton, Chester, Deep River, Essex, Haddam, Killingworth, Old Saybrook and Westbrook. Funding will 
support the purchase of diapers at a discounted cost and wipes as well as baggies (supplies) within which the 
diapers/wipes are packaged to benefit approximately 500 babies (unduplicated) during 2022 to meet 70% of the monthly 
diaper need.

$5,000.00

Bushy Hill Nature Center
Summer Camp Programs

to provide campership support to youth ages 4-14 from Middlesex County so that they can spend a summer learning, 
laughing and growing on our 740 acres at Bushy Hill. Campership assistance is awarded based on need and is determined 
through assistance application processes.

$5,000.00

Business Industry Foundation of Middlesex County
Middletown Summer Youth Employment Program

to support the 2022 Middletown Summer Youth Employment Program. Program participants will be placed into constructive 
employment environments from a wide variety of industry sectors for six weeks in the summer months.

$5,000.00

Buttonwood Tree (NEAR, Inc.)
Musical Enrichment Program

to support a high quality concert series for our the community. Adapting to pandemic safety protocols, TBT plans to 
redesign programming to be more beneficial for all. This reworking includes bringing concerts to larger venues for safety 
and other reasons, as well as finding additional funding for performers' compensation so that we can to continue bringing 
quality entertainment and enrichment to our community at affordable prices.

$3,000.00

Camp Hazen YMCA
Campership Assistance

to provide assistance to children from Middlesex County who could not otherwise afford to attend Camp Hazen YMCA. 
There is urgent need to provide a safe social and tech-free setting for youth in our the community and Camp Hazen is 
committed to provide this service regardless of a family's ability to pay.

$5,000.00
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Center for Children's Advocacy, Inc.
Youth and Young Adult Transition Support Program

to support increased opportunities for youth and young adults with disabilities to make a successful transition to adulthood. 
The program includes legal rights training, legal consultation, limited legal representation and advocacy for systemic 
changes to increase youth and young adults' access to education, safe and stable housing, and employment.

$5,000.00

Central Connecticut Rowing
Eight-Person Shell Purchase

to purchase a quality used eight-person rowing shell for use in Middletown rowing programs in order to provide the 
equipment necessary to reliably maintain and expand the number of individuals who can participate in rowing in 
Middletown. Although other shells have historically been available to borrow, it now appears that those shells will not be 
available for our use for the 2022 season, so that our need for more equipment is now very urgent.

$1,000.00

Chester Social and Human Services Department
Expand 211-Chester

to expand 211-Chester and address the digital divide, as follows: 1) identify Chester households that do NOT have access 
to technology; 2) assist interested households with an application to either Comcast/Xfinity Internet Essentials OR to Credo 
Mobile; 3) purchase computers/internet service OR smart phone/cellular service for 20 eligible households; and 4) create 
mentorship program to teach digital literacy.

$5,000.00

Child & Family Agency Southeastern Connecticut
Mental Health Care

to support mental health care for children, families, and adults throughout Middlesex County who are experiencing 
heightened mental health needs due to the continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic. Funding will ensure equal access to 
vital resources and mental health screenings, guaranteeing the Middlesex community emerges from the pandemic with a 
more equitable distribution of resources.

$5,000.00

Children In Placement Connecticut Inc
Volunteer Recruitment and Training Program

to recruit and train volunteers to manage cases in Middlesex County on behalf of child victims of abuse and neglect.

$5,000.00

Clinton Art Society
Website Technical Support

to support the user training and technical support of a planned fully-redesigned website.  The new website will improve 
organizational operations and provide for increased community participation and engagement.

$1,500.00

Clinton Arts Council, Inc.

Sandwich Boards for Community Engagement on Main Street

to purchase 15 weather resistant sandwich boards to promote, throughout the year, all the cultural events in Clinton and to 
bring more people into the business district of town.

$750.00

 2021-2022 Competitive Grant Awards Page 3 of 15



Community Foundation of Middlesex County 
2021-2022 Application Summary and Grant Awards

Coalition on Housing & Homelessness
Housing and Homelessness Prevention Capacity Building

to support Middlesex County's capacity to solve the issues of housing and homelessness by identifying duplication of 
efforts and creating opportunities to share and utilize resources more efficiently. This includes utilizing a variety of tools to 
prevent and end homelessness, customizing housing plans to meet the individual needs of the client; implementing a 
community outreach plan to raise awareness and create collaborations; and increasing support for affordable housing 
development.

$5,000.00

Columbus House, Inc
Middletown Warming Center

to support the Middletown Warming Center during the 2021-2022 winter season. The overarching goal of this project is to 
save lives during the harshest months of the year by providing compassionate care for the most vulnerable residents of 
Middletown.

$5,000.00

Community Health Center-New Horizons

Child/Youth Advocacy Supports and Serivces

to create two youth rooms at our emergency shelter to expand and enhance our child advocacy program, including the 
purchase of new furniture, games, toys, art supplies, and other items to promote healing, self-care, and positive child 
development in resident victims aged 0-18.

$5,000.00

Community Music School
New Horizons Senior Band

to support the CMS New Horizons Senior Band, which provides an entry point for seniors who have either never studied 
music or have been away from it for many years, allowing them to share the joyful and therapeutic experience of 
recreational music-making.

$2,500.00

Community Solutions Inc - Youth Excellence Project
Youth Excellence Project

to support the Youth Excellence Project, providing at-risk adolescents with adult mentorship in outdoors spaces with goals 
to promote health and build resilience in the face of significant life challenges, including maltreatment, adversity, loss, and 
trauma.

$5,000.00

Connecticut Association for Human Services, Inc.

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program

to support the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program serving Middlesex County for the 2022 tax season. Local 
CAHS-affiliated VITA sites offer free tax preparation services to low- and moderate-income residents. Participants served 
maximize their Federal tax refunds, and secure Earned Income Tax Credits, Child Tax Credits, and other funds for which 
they may be eligible.

$5,000.00
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Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue, Inc.
Medical Supplies

This grant will help to fund the purchase of routine medications and medical supplies most commonly used throughout the 
year to treat the needs of the rescued horses, including, anti-inflammatories, allergy medications and pain relievers and 
medical supplies such as nitrile gloves, poultices, compresses, vet wraps.

$5,000.00

Connecticut Forest & Park Association
Connecticut Walk Book

to support the Connecticut Walk Book, a nationally recognized book offering narratives and maps for the 825 mile + Blue-
Blazed Trails network, many of which are in the Middlesex County region.

$5,000.00

Connecticut Humane Society
Pop-Up Wellness Veterinary Clinics for Middletown Seniors

to support two free, pop-up veterinary events for pets owned by Middletown senior citizens. The program will offer 
accessible veterinary care, keep pets in their homes and out of shelters, and ensure owned pets get the care they need. In 
the unprecedented time caused by the pandemic, the companionship of a pet means so much, especially for senior 
citizens.

$5,000.00

Connecticut River Conservancy
Community Science Program

to support the expansion of a community science program aimed at engaging volunteers in migratory fish surveys, to 
provide valuable data on population trends to state and federal agency partners. This project will also survey local anglers 
to gain insight on how recreational fishing data can support restoration and management goals for migratory fish in 
Middlesex County and throughout the Connecticut River watershed.

$5,000.00

Connecticut River Foundation at Steamboat Dock
Exhibit Equipment

to purchase a large flat screen television with mount and modular reading rail systems for use in the 2022 exhibit and future 
exhibits.

$3,000.00

Connecticut Storytelling Center Inc
Storyteller Programs for Middletown Public Schools

to support storyteller visits at six Middletown preschools, each receiving between three and six visits from professional 
storytellers, who will promote emergent literacy skills through their stories and follow-up activities.  Students and teachers 
will hear multicultural stories and folktales, and participate and learn together.

$4,000.00

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center (CVLC)
Legal Assistance for Veterans

to provide free legal help to veterans in recovery from homelessness, mental illness and substance abuse. The legal aid 
will remove barriers to housing, healthcare and income. The program aids in moving indigent veterans from homelessness 
to income and housing security, and provides lifetime access to healthcare.

$5,000.00
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Connection, Inc.
LaBella Place

to provide bed linens, towels, and furniture for residents of LaBella Place.

$5,000.00

Covenant To Care Inc
Basic Essentials Program

to provide required basic essential goods and services to youth, 0-18 years of age who are neglected, abused, at-risk 
and/or impoverished within Middlesex County. Funds will be used to purchase basic tangible items such as, bed, cribs, car 
seats, strollers items, to decrease the risk of neglect and keep families intact.

$3,000.00

Cross Street Training & Academic Center, Inc.
Ministerial Health Fellowship Capacity Building

to support hiring a human resources consultant to establish policies and procedures for the Ministerial Health Fellowship as 
an employer.  This will enhance organizational capacity and facilitate long-term sustainability.

$5,000.00

Dignity Grows, Inc.
Personal and Mentrual Hygiene Supplies

to support the purchase of products for Dignity Grows kits, offering a full-month's supply of comprehensive and menstrual 
hygiene supplies to our neighbors in need who cannot afford them; all products are packed in reusable zipper-topped totes.

$5,000.00

Durham Complete Streets
Complete Streets Bicycle-Friendly Community Project

to purchase user-friendly, secure, and convenient bicycle racks;  the logo bike racks will complete the bike lane project 
supported by the Town of Durham, and will showcase Complete Streets initiatives on a well-traveled corridor. Bike racks 
will increase safe non-motorized commuting and recreation options within Durham, and enhance connectivity with 
neighboring towns.

$3,000.00

Durham Public Library
Virtual Lecture Series

to support a virtual lecture series featuring professional gardening experts and master gardeners. Gardening is a topic that 
many patrons have expressed interest in, and this series will consist of programs on sustainability, garden design, and 
shade gardening that patrons will be able to apply in their own gardens.

$875.00

East Haddam Park & Recreation Dept.
Summer Enrichment Programs

to fund special enrichment programs and activities during the summer day camp program.

$1,500.00
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Epoch Arts
Speak Out Productions

to support Speak Out Productions, consisting of three cornerstone programs - Mini Production, Arts Response and Main 
Stage Production. These artistic programs offer outlets for teens to voice their opinions, express feelings and work through 
issues that directly impact them every day.

$2,500.00

Essex Fire Engine Co. #1
Automated External Defibrillator

to acquire a new Automated External Defibrillator or AED. An AED which  is used to help those experiencing sudden 
cardiac arrest by analyzing the heart's rhythm and, if necessary, delivering an electrical shock or defibrillation to help the 
heart re-establish an effective rhythm.

$2,750.00

Essex Historical Society
Mobile Amplification Devices

to purchase mobile amplification devices to offer outdoor history programming while adhering to social distancing 
guidelines and to improve physical and auditory accessibility, creating a more inclusive history experience for all 
participants.  Our positive experience renting the Cleartone Vox System in 2021 convinced us to purchase our own system 
and develop a loan program for other other institutions to borrow the devices.

$5,000.00

Essex Land Trust
Cross Lots Preserve

to provide electricity to the stewardship barn at the Cross Lots Preserve, providing a two-fold objective:  expanding the 
hours during which stewards can safely use the barn to meet, maintain equipment and manage supplies, and enabling the 
use of more environmentally friendly battery powered equipment.

$5,000.00

Essex Library Association Inc
Memory Kits and Language Learning Kits

to create five "Memory Kits" to circulate, in easily portable packets, dedicated books and materials for users who suffer 
from Alzheimer's disease, dementias, or memory loss, and to create seven "Language Learning Kits" to circulate adult and 
children's books, audiobooks, and other learning materials to users who want to learn English, Spanish, Vietnamese, 
Mandarin Chinese, Pashto, Afghan Perisan (Dari), and French.

$3,500.00

Essex Parents and Teachers, Inc.
Outdoor Classroom

to build an outdoor classroom that will foster a creative, non-traditional learning environment for students, with vibrant, 
durable modular furniture. The modular furniture will provide flexibility for teachers and students to utilize the dynamic 
space, allowing them to configure the classroom in a way that best facilitates the lessons learning objectives, whether it be 
as one large class or in smaller breakout groups.

$1,000.00

Essex Winter Series Inc
Arts Outreach Programs

to offer arts outreach programming in schools and community organizations in Middlesex County.

$4,000.00
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Estuary Council of Seniors, Inc.
Outdoor Wellness Park

to support the outdoor transformation project of the exterior of the senior center into a wellness park for seniors as well as 
the general public, including the addition of a senior playground which  is designed with active adults in mind and include 
equipment and activities that focus on flexibility, strength and aerobics.

$5,000.00

Everyone Outside
Outreach and Sustainability Program

to develop an outreach and sustainability program that includes compiling more stories, developing new materials to attract 
funders, researching additional opportunities and developing new relationships with potential funders/donors, Everyone 
Outside will increase their ability to raise money to sustain and grow their programs.

$3,400.00

FISH for C.D.& E., Inc.
Community Transportation

to support the volunteer-based community transportation program, including dispatchers and administrative services.

$2,500.00

Florence Griswold Museum
Wee Faerie Village 2022

to support the presentation of Wee Faerie Village 2022, an outdoor installation of artist-made faerie houses throughout the 
Museum grounds during the month of October. Funding provides free admission to all children ages 12 and under.

$3,000.00

Futures Inc.
Commercial Kitchen Enhancements

to purchase commercial kitchen equipment that is needed in order to expand menu options at the newly established Grab 
and Go kiosk and for the catering delivery services based in Middletown.

$4,239.00

Gilead Community Services
Therapeutic Crisis Intervention Training

to train staff in therapeutic crisis intervention (TCI) to implement strategies for client crisis-de-escalation and debriefing. 
This will improve safety and well-being for both clients and staff.

$5,000.00

Girl Scouts Of Connecticut Inc
Camperships and Leadership Development Program

to support staff and volunteer training needed to deliver the leadership development program and to provide financial 
assistance to girls who need it most.

$4,000.00
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Goodspeed Opera House Foundation, Inc.
Virtual Art Education Collaboration with Nathan Hale-Ray Middle School

to fund, in part, Goodspeed Musical's Virtual Art Education (AEC) Collaboration for Nathan Hale-Ray Middle School in the 
East Haddam School District, providing students with a musical theatre experience that connects the arts to core learning 
topics, allowing students to learn creatively and gain exposure to performing arts.

$2,000.00

Greater Middletown Chorale Inc
Performing Haydn's "Creation"

to present the Alchemy chamber ensemble with internationally acclaimed soloists, Orchestra New England, and Elm CIty 
Girls Choir to deliver an exquisite production of Haydn's "Creation" at Santo Fragilio Performing Arts Center, Middletown, 
CT. Funding would in part support expenses associated with bringing this world-class performance to the heart of 
Middlesex county.

$5,000.00

Haddam Historical Society
Website Upgrade

to fund an improved and updated website for the Haddam Historical Society and Thankful Arnold House Museum to make 
it more accessible, mobile friendly, interactive and relevant. This will help the organization and museum generate support, 
share programming and collections, expand our reach and engage visitors to achieve our mission to preserve, collect, 
interpret and promote the history and heritage of Haddam for present and future generations.

$2,500.00

High Hopes Therapeutic Riding Inc
Equine Assisted Services

to support equine assisted services, helping participants understand and translate how their actions impact their 
relationships at home, school and in the community. The Financial Aid Program ensures that financial hardship is not an 
additional participation barrier.

$5,000.00

HK Backpack Program
Backpack Program

to provide food assistance to the students enrolled in the program at the elementary, middle and high schools.

$2,500.00

Hope Alliance for Animals, Inc.
Spay-Neuter Project

to support the spay-neuter project for homeless felines who will be adopted into loving forever homes in the community.

$1,000.00

Ivoryton Playhouse Foundation Inc
Hurricane Ida Restoration

to support recovery from devastating damage from Hurricane Ida that brought four inches of water and mud into the 
downstairs dressing rooms, kitchen, wardrobe and wig area.  The kitchen was completely destroyed, flooring buckled, 
cabinets and appliances ruined and mold grew immediately.

$5,000.00
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Junior Achievement of SW New England
Virtual Job Readiness Programs

to support the implementation of dynamic virtual job readiness and employment preparedness programs, including mock 
interviews, for 150 high school students in Middlesex County. These initiatives will help the students to enhance their soft 
skills, discover local businesses, explore career opportunities, create employment goals, and experience the power of 
entrepreneurship.

$2,500.00

Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center Inc
Kate's Camp for Kids

to support the Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center's (the Kate) summer arts education program Kate's Camp for Kids, a 
state-licensed summer day camp for ages 5 to 10 that involves campers in the performing and visual arts. Funds would 
help with the before/aftercare services, scholarships, and snacks and lunches for campers.

$4,000.00

Keep the Promise Coalition
Advocacy Essentials & Leadershp Trainings

to adapt, update, and/or translate to Spanish current Advocacy Essentials & Leadership trainings along with Housing 
trainings. These trainings are offered to people living with mental health and co-occurring conditions to empower those 
normally not given a "seat at the table". In doing so the goal is to include advocates from the most marginalized 
communities, such as those of Black, Brown, Latinx, or low income backgrounds.

$1,000.00

Literacy Volunteers Of Central Connecticut Inc
Web-based Testing System

to improve the student intake process using the CASAS eTests, a web-based testing system and an essential tool for any 
organization assessing adult learners.

$4,000.00

Literacy Volunteers-Valley Shore Ct Inc
Volunteer Recruitment and Training Program

to maintain and expand LVVS' ability to recruit, train, and certify new tutors, reduce the number of individuals waiting for 
tutors, and teach English to more residents in our towns over the course of the coming fiscal year.

$3,000.00

MARC Community Resources
Adult Skill Development and Leisure Program

to fund the Adult Skill Development and Leisure Program for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) in 
Middlesex County and the Shoreline. Through engaging activities and creating teachable moments, MARC helps foster 
their skill development; communication, socialization, daily living, and more.

$5,000.00

Mercy Housing & Shelter Corporation
Mercy Supportive Housing Services

to support the Mercy Supportive Housing Services program which helps individuals who are chronically homeless with the 
highest service need to remain stably housed in the community and connected to care.

$5,000.00
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Middlesex County Historical Society
Organizational Virtual Capacity Building

to support the cost of the cloud-based, integrated membership, communication, and online event platform and other 
associated virtual tools.

$2,000.00

Middlesex County NAACP
Interactive Health Education and Discussion Programs

to support programs that seek to improve the health status of People of Color in Middlesex County in an effort to address 
existing health disparities. Based on health concerns and contributors among POC, identified by the Middlesex County 
NAACP Health Equity Focus Group Report, this program will offer a series of interactive health education and discussion 
sessions for adults and monthly health education sessions with an accompanying art project for elementary school-aged 
children and their caregivers.

$5,000.00

Middletown Public Schools
MSELI Home Visitors and Resource Center Backpack Program

to expand the Middletown Public Schools MSELI home visitors and Family Resource Center Backpack program, providing 
information and resources for a successful start of the school year to 300 hundred students and their families. The 
Backpack Program started in 2020 as a way support parents with workshops and resources that promote positive childhood 
development and provide students with new backpacks and school supplies.

$5,000.00

New Haven Symphony Orchestra, Inc.
Musical Coachings and Musical Readers Programs at MPS

to support the presentation of in-school music programs (63 sessions) in Middletown Public Schools in 2022 which are 
expected to reach 1400 students. Programs will include musical coachings for high school and middle school students, the 
Creating Musical Readers program for elementary aged children, and additional support for students and teachers as they 
return to in-person music making following the pandemic.

$3,000.00

Nutmeg Big Brothers-Big Sisters Inc
Community-Based and Virtual Mentoring Programs

to support Community-Based/Virtual Mentoring that provide one-to-one mentoring between at-risk children/youth and 
volunteer mentors, including ongoing case management. Matches meet regularly either in the community or virtually to 
engage in enriching activities and discussions aimed to support the child academically, socially, and emotionally.

$5,000.00

Oddfellows Playhouse
Teen Repertory Company

to support a spring Teen Repertory Company main stage production of "Persephone: A New Myth for a Hotter World" in 
May 2022. "Persephone", adapted from the Greek myth, is a new play by Connecticut-based playwright Kristen Palmer.

$5,000.00
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Old Saybrook Historic Commission
Historic District Commission Ghost Sign Restoration Project

involve consolidation and replication of the painted sign for the Stokes Brothers Store that occupied the building from 1907 
through 1945, resulting in a vintage patina and completion of the sign which currently features Phase 1, advertising for the 
Crowley Real Estate Agency.

$2,500.00

Old Saybrook Historical Society
Family Matters Project

to fund the "Family Matters: Insights and Inspiration from Miss James and Ann Petry" project, focused on two strong African-
American women who overcame adversity to achieve recognition locally and nationally. The project includes an exhibit, 
brochure, film and public program and we are seeking funding for support of the public program.

$1,800.00

Operation Fuel Inc
Energy Assistance Program

to support energy assistance in Middlesex County.  The greatest challenge, pre-COVID-19, were increasing requests for 
assistance. Although the state is reopening, the demand for assistance has not abated.  There had been a moratorium on 
shutoffs but soon that will be lifted. Soon, families will need to pay their utility bills or face a shut-off.  Unfortunately, many 
may not have the income to do so.

$5,000.00

Parmelee Farm - Shared Harvest Garden
Shared Harvest Pollinator Garden

to install a pollinator garden and two honey bee hives at Parmelee Farm in Killingworth.

$3,000.00

Portland Public Library
AV / Digital Equipment Improvements

to update AV and digital equipment, improving usability, accessibility, and safety in a large meeting room used for many 
presentations, trainings, and public programs. A large smart screen television and sound bar and a cordless microphone 
will enhance the visual experience of attendees at programs that increasingly rely on digital presentation or streaming 
video.

$3,200.00

Reach Out and Read, Inc.
Early Literacy and Relational Health Intervention Program

to provide the early literacy and relational health intervention at 5 clinics throughout Middlesex County: Middlesex Hospital 
Family Medicine Residency Program and Community Health Center in Middletown, Community Health Center in Clinton, 
East Hampton Family Practice in East Hampton, and Portland Family Practice Group in Portland.  Funding will also support 
the expansion into a new clinic, Appleseed Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine in Middletown.

$5,000.00

Read to Grow, Inc.
Books for Kids-My Book Place Van-Book Mobile

to provide free books to children in Middlesex County via our new Books for Kids My Book Place Van book mobile.  
Funding will support the distribution of free children's books to organizations serving families in Middlesex County, and to 
families who contact Read to Grow directly.

$4,000.00

Ronald McDonald House Charities for CT and Western MA

 2021-2022 Competitive Grant Awards Page 12 of 15



Community Foundation of Middlesex County 
2021-2022 Application Summary and Grant Awards

Family Togetherness Program

to fund the Family Togetherness Program (FTP), helping families through the most difficult and traumatic times of their 
lives by being a part of their extended support system, and providing all services free of charge to families who are unable 
to contribute the suggested donation of $15/night.

$3,000.00

Rushford, a Hartford Healthcare Partner
Narcan Kits

to provide Narcan kits to the community and to the Middletown police department and three fire departments. Narcan 
(naloxone) prevents opiate overdose deaths as it reverses the effects of the drug.

$4,950.00

SARAH, Inc.
Health and Nutrition Program

to fund a Transitional Crew, made up of adults with disabilities, at SARAH Inc. to receive a year of gym membership and 
nutrition classes at the Valley Shore YMCA. Funding will support increasing a group of adults' knowledge and ability to 
increase their health and well-being which will in turn help them reach their employment goals.

$5,000.00

Shoreline Arts Alliance Inc
Reopening Arts Venues: Science-Based Safety Program

to fund general operating support expenses associated with the extension of the Reopening CT Arts Venues: Science-
Based Safety Program. The appearance of COVID variants has necessitated the continuation of this program and the need 
for sustainability.

$5,000.00

Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries, Inc.
Food Pantry Purchasing and Distribution

to support the weekly grocery distributions to needy residents at the pantries in Clinton  Westbrook and Old Saybrook with 
fresh and non-perishable food given at no cost to shoreline residents living in the 11-town service area  including the 
Middlesex County towns of Centerbrook, Chester, Clinton, Deep River, Essex, Ivoryton, Killingworth, Old Saybrook and 
Westbrook.

$5,000.00

Sister Cities Essex Haiti, Inc.
Capacity Building and Strategic Planning

to support evaluation of the structure of the SCEH organization, including the composition of the Board and Board Member 
responsibilities. This will enable us to strengthen our goal of providing greater autonomy to our colleagues in Haiti as well 
as enabling more interaction between our extended community and the community of Deschapelles.

$1,500.00

St. Vincent dePaul Place
Soup Kitchen and Gardens

to provide food and staffing for the Soup Kitchen, serving over 100,000 meals to 2,000 different people. It will also support 
St. Vincent's Gardens, a series of micro-programs and activities that encourages soup kitchen guests to participate in light 
farming, community cleaning and other healthy activities, leading to a reduction of substance use and idleness.

$5,000.00
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Sustainable CT, Inc.
Sustainable CT Fellowship Program

to fund the Sustainable CT Fellowship Program, placing up to 15 top-notch, passionate college students in regional 
planning offices throughout the state and providing hands-on assistance to municipalities in implementing Sustainable CT 
actions to build more inclusive, resilient, and vibrant communities for all residents.

$5,000.00

Tri-Town Youth Services Bureau Inc
Early Childhood Council Coordinator

to support the Tri-Town Youth Services Early Childhood Council Coordinator position, working directly with parents of 
young children, providing tips and resources to improve skills and solve family challenges.  In addition, the ECC 
Coordinator will lead and coordinate ECC meetings, expand membership, build more community partnerships and manage 
the Preschool Scholarship Fund.

$5,000.00

United Cerebral Palsy Association of Eastern Connecticut Inc
Advocacy and Case Management Services

to benefit individuals with disabilities living in the community, by providing them with financial assistance for basic needs, by 
assisting them with basic rights, by providing them with case management and advocacy, by providing them with assistive 
technology to increase their independence or through a combination of these services.

$2,000.00

UR Community Cares, Inc.
Volunteer Program

to fund three components of direct program costs: background check (plus driving history for transportation volunteers), 
insurance coverage, marketing and website security/updates. This will fund a total of 32 new enrollments within the 15 
towns.

$2,000.00

Valley Shore YMCA
Move for Better Balance Program

to support the Move for Better Balance, reducing the number of falls or near falls in seniors. Seniors who fall see signicantly 
poorer health outcomes, including extended hospital stays, depression, and ongoing pain.

$1,500.00

Vista Life Innovations Inc
Shared Stage Productions

to support A Shared Stage Productions by Vista Life Innovations, an inclusive performing arts program for all people, with 
performers of all skill levels and abilities. Funding underwrites program costs such as theater professionals who provide the 
resources, supports, and systems that assist individuals with disabilities in successfully participating in the show and 
gaining a strong sense of inclusion and pride.

$5,000.00

YMCA of Northern Middlesex County
Navigator Program for the Schwarz Men's Residence

to support a new program initiative for the Schwarz Men's Residence, a Navigator Program that will meet the complex 
needs of the men who participate in the Y's independent housing program.  To meet complex needs of these men, the 
Navigator Program will provide the intensive one-on-one support services they need to be able to connect with the 
appropriate services that they need to successfully live independently.

$5,000.00
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Youth & Family Services Of Haddam- Killingworth Inc
Executive Transition Process

to support an executive transition process with the HKYFS Board and (newly hired) Director working with a consultant to  
assess organizational strengths, weaknesses and ongoing challenges to the organization with an eye toward creation of a 
common vision for growth. Results will be communicated to town and community stakeholders to facilitate sustainable 
growth and development for the organization as it approaches its third operational decade.

$3,500.00
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