
       Community Foundation of Middlesex County
2022-2023 Application Summary and Grant Awards

Fall 2022

Arts for Learning Connecticut, Inc.
Arts Learning Programs 2022-2023 School Year

To support  creative, cultural, curricular-aligned arts learning programs during the 2022-23 school year across two schools in 
CFMC's region: Chester Elementary, and East Haddam Elementary. With school leaders and supported by contributions from 
PTOs, we've identified programs to best meet the needs of these schools, including cultural storytelling and theatre.

$2,500.00

Bare Necessities, Inc.
Purchase of Diapers

To fund purchase of diapers for low income families in Middlesex County communities of Clinton, Chester, Deep River, Essex, 
Haddam, Killingworth, Old Saybrook and Westbrook.  We estimate that this will meet 70% of the monthly diaper need for 
approximately 450 babies (unduplicated) during 2023.

$5,000.00

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Connecticut, Inc.
One-to-One Mentoring

Community-Based Mentoring provides one-to-one mentoring between at-risk children/youth and volunteer mentors, including 
ongoing case management. Matches meet regularly in the community to engage in enriching activities and discussions aimed 
to support the child academically, socially, and emotionally.

$5,000.00

Bushy Hill Nature Center
Financial Aid Assistance

To provide financial assistance to families with children ages 4-15 throughout Middlesex County to attend Bushy Hill Day 
Camp. Aid is awarded based on need determined through our scholarship application.

$5,000.00

Buttonwood Tree Performing Arts Center Inc
General Support

To provide operational support to maintain the functionality and sustainability of The Buttonwood Tree. Funds will be 
distributed among the many accounts that it requires to run this facility for a year.

$2,000.00

Child & Family Agency Southeastern Connecticut
New Westbrook-based Clinic

Child and Family Agency of Southeastern CT (CFA) provides physical and behavioral health care and childcare services to 
the highest need and most at-risk families in Southeastern CT. Among its many programs and services, CFA operates three 
Outpatient Clinics, located in New London, Groton, and Westbrook. This funding would benefit CFA's new Westbrook-based 
clinic, located at 4 Grove Beach Road North.

$5,000.00
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Children In Placement Connecticut Inc
Recruitment and Training of Volunteers

Children in Placement advocates for safe, permanent homes and provides necessary resources to abused and neglected 
children throughout Connecticut's child welfare system. Our organization will utilize the requested funding to recruit and train 
volunteers and manage cases in Middlesex county on behalf of these child victims.

$4,000.00

Columbus House, Inc
Middletown Outreach and Engagement (O&E) Program

To support the Middletown Outreach and Engagement (O&E) Program. Funds will be used towards our O&E team who 
support individuals experiencing unsheltered homelessness by connecting them to housing resources, providing direct case 
management, and offering referrals to a myriad of mental health, health, employment, and other resources in the Middletown 
area.

$5,000.00

Community Music School
General Support and Need-based Financial Aid

1) Need-based financial aid for our students. 2) General operating support for all programs and operations services.

$3,000.00

Connecticut River Conservancy
Seasonal Staff Expansion

To support an expansion of CRC's seasonal staff to include one additional staff dedicated to invasive water chestnut removal 
in Middletown.

$1,750.00

Connecticut River Foundation at Steamboat Dock
Replacement Touch Screen Digital TV

To support of a replacement touch screen digital television and stand to be used in the Turtle Kiosk.  The existing setup has 
not been updated since it was first installed in 2009.

$3,000.00

Connecticut Storytelling Center Inc
Storytelling Literacy Residency

To support the storytelling literacy residency in six Middletown preschools, which will serve approximately 320 children and 40 
teachers.  In these multi-day residencies, teaching artists will tell stories, engaging the children in activities that will develop 
their listening, speaking and comprehension skills, and teachers will have creative arts-based literacy instruction methods 
modeled for them.

$4,500.00
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Connecticut Veterans Legal Center (CVLC)
General Support

To support Connecticut Veterans Legal Center (CVLC) legal aid attorneys providing free legal assistance to indigent veterans 
and their families, in the Foundation's service area, who are facing homelessness and diagnosed with mental illness. CVLC is 
the only legal aid program in Connecticut targeting veterans' civil legal needs by removing legal barriers to housing, health 
care and income in a medical-legal partnership with the VA.

$5,000.00

Covenant To Care Inc
Basic Essential Goods for Youth

To provide required basic essential goods and services to youth, 0-18 years of age who are neglected, abused, at-risk and/or 
impoverished within Middlesex County. Funds will be used to purchase basic tangible items such as, bed, cribs, car seats, 
strollers', etc. to decrease the risk of neglect and keep families intact, and expenses associated with procuring and delivering 
these items and a small percentage of salary of the Coordinator for time spent and database entry.

$5,000.00

Cromwell Senior Center
Replacement Bingo Machine and Flashboard

To purchase a replacement Bingo Machine and new Flashboard for the Cromwell Senior Center.

$4,671.00

Epoch Arts
Speak Out Productions Programs

Speak Out Productions consists of three of our cornerstone programs - Mini Production, Arts Response and Main Stage 
Production. These programs offer outlets for teens to voice their own opinions, express feelings and work through issues that 
directly impact them every day.

$3,200.00

Essex Fire Engine Co. #1
Meters Replacements

To replace 4-gas and HCN meters on the Apparatus.  Meters are used in all Emergencies to detect harmful gases.

$4,400.00

Essex Historical Society
Purchase Donor Perfect

To improve its financial sustainability by purchasing a cloud-based donor-management system, Donor Perfect.  This system 
will help track our donors and integrate related software to increase our productivity and expand our capacity to serve our 
community.

$3,756.00
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Estuary Council of Seniors, Inc.
Replace and Upgrade HVAC system

To replace and upgrade the existing HVAC system, original to the building, that is failing rapidly. In addition to the functional 
necessity, this replacement would also give the center a much needed filtration upgrade so that, in the future, airborne 
communicable illnesses can be reduced.

$5,000.00

FISH for C.D.& E., Inc.
General Support

To support operating expenses, primarily dispatchers' pay, insurance and telephone answering service that provide 
transportation to seniors and disabled individuals in the tri-town area.

$2,000.00

Futures Inc.
Equipment and Supplies for new Art Center

To purchase equipment and supplies needed to expand our Art Center that will be moving to 148 Broad Street, a building we 
recently purchased and will renovate for program and office use. The Art Center provides guidance and opportunities in the 
arts to inspire, create and build confidence for the individuals with disabilities we support through artistic expression. We 
partner with the community through art exhibits and selling handmade items in local gift shops.

$2,500.00

Gilead Community Services
Mental Health First Aid Certification

To certify two agency staff in Mental Health First Aid, certifying them as instructors of this practice, and enabling the 
development of an ongoing training program for Gilead staff and community members. Mental Health First Aid trains 
individuals in recognizing mental  health crisis signs and symptoms and providing the tools to navigate resources, resulting in 
an increase in mental health literacy and early intervention.

$5,000.00

High Hopes Therapeutic Riding Inc
One Health Initiative

To support the One Health Initiative providing opportunities for youth and adults from Middlesex County to participate in High 
Hopes' equine assisted services and programs in 2023.

$5,000.00

Hope Alliance for Animals, Inc.
Spay-neuter Project

For the spay-neuter project for homeless felines from the shoreline community whose journey through The Hope Alliance will 
conclude with their adoption into loving forever homes.

$1,500.00
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HOPE Partnership, Inc.
Strategic Planning Development

To support a third of the cost of strategic planning for our organization, which is a non-profit that develops, facilitates, and 
advocates for affordable housing in Middlesex County and the shoreline area.

$2,000.00

Ivoryton Playhouse Foundation Inc
Front Stairs Renovation

To support the rebuilding of the front stairs at Ivoryton Playhouse.  Stairs that will be redesigned and rebuilt to be easier and 
safer for patrons with mobility challenges.

$3,000.00

Junior Achievement of SW New England
Career Readiness Programs

To implement a variety of dynamic career readiness programs, including Career Panels, Job Shadows, and Mock Interviews, 
for 250 Middlesex County high school students during the 2022-23 school year. These initiatives will help the students to 
enhance their soft skills, discover local businesses, explore career opportunities, create employment goals, and experience 
the power of entrepreneurship.

$3,000.00

Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center Inc
ADA-compliant Automatic Door Installation

To support the installation of ADA-compliant automatic swing door kits for the Kate's main entrances to improve accessibility 
for patrons using canes, crutches, walkers, rollators, scooters and wheelchairs.

$3,000.00

Killingworth Library Association
Meeting Room Equipment

To purchase tables and technology for use in streaming content to make our meeting room more functional.

$2,500.00

MARC Community Resources
Adult Skill Development and Leisure Program

To fund the Adult Skill Development and Leisure Program for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) in 
Middlesex County and the Shoreline. Through engaging activities and creating "teachable moments," we help foster their skill 
development, communication, socialization, daily living, and more.

$5,000.00

Mercy Housing & Shelter Corporation
Mercy Supportive Housing Services Program

To support the programming costs of operating the Mercy Supportive Housing Services program which helps individuals who 
are chronically homeless with the highest service need to remain stably housed in the community and connected to care.

$5,000.00
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Middlesex County NAACP
Health Equity Program

To improve the health status of People of Color in Middlesex County in an effort to address existing health disparities. Based 
on health concerns and contributors among People of Color, identified by the Middlesex County NAACP Health Equity Focus 
Group Report, this program will offer a series of interactive health education and discussion sessions for adults and monthly 
health education sessions with an accompanying art project for youth.

$3,164.00

Middlesex Health
Youth of Color Professional Development

To encourage youth of color to pursue careers as healthcare professionals by distributing children's books that feature 
healthcare professionals of color and coordinating book readings and engaging activities led by healthcare professionals of 
color.

$2,680.00

National Conference for Community and Justice of CT and WMA, Inc. (NCCJ)
Assessment of Youth Programming Tools

To support a professional evaluation and assessment of current tools for youth programming. In addition to the necessary 
updates, NCCJ will partner with Haddam-Killingworth High School to include youth guidance and feedback in modifying the 
tools and will deliver a pilot program for NCCJ Bridges to the school. This project will center youth as the key leads to inform 
modifications with the goal of updating the current evaluations to inform program improvements.

$3,000.00

Oddfellows Playhouse
Spring 2023 Teen Production

To support a spring 2023 Teen Repertory Company main stage theater production with actors ages 14 - 20.

$3,000.00

Portland Senior Services / Waverly Center
Teddy Bear Program

The Sojourn Bears on a Journey is a Senior Citizens group who makes teddy bears from scratch, to then donate to cancer 
centers. The cost for materials (felt, filling, eyes, noses) would be what this grant would cover for one year's worth of material.

$1,500.00

Ray of Light Farm, Inc.
Horse Feathers Veterans Program

To help fund the Horse Feathers Veterans Program which pairs veterans and first responders with rescue horses and other 
animals. The intent is to promote wellness for both the participants and the animals, including those who may be affected by 
physical trauma or post-traumatic stress.

$5,000.00
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Reach Out and Read, Inc.
Early Literacy and Relational Health Intervention

To provide proven early literacy and relational health intervention at 6 clinics throughout Middlesex County: Middlesex 
Hospital Family Medicine Residency Program and Community Health Center in Middletown, Community Health Center in 
Clinton, East Hampton Family Practice in East Hampton, Portland Family Practice Group in Portland, and Appleseed Pediatric 
& Adolescent Medicine in Middletown.

$5,000.00

Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries, Inc.
General Support

The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries (SSKP) provides weekly grocery distributions to needy residents at our pantries in 
Clinton, Westbrook and Old Saybrook with fresh and non-perishable food given at no cost to shoreline residents living in our 
11-town service area, including the Middlesex County towns of Centerbrook, Chester, Clinton, Deep River, Essex, Ivoryton, 
Killingworth, Old Saybrook and Westbrook. All grant funds will be used exclusively for food purchases.

$5,000.00

St. Vincent dePaul Place
Community Food and Nutrition Support Initiatives

Our new, overarching Community Food and Nutrition Support Initiatives provides healthy food, education and support through 
our expanded Soup Kitchen operations and Amazing Grace Food Pantry programs. The goal of the Food and Nutrition 
Support Initiatives is to improve the overall health of people in our community who are otherwise subject to food scarcity, 
and/or empty-calorie foods that can contribute to poor health including diabetes and heart disease.

$5,000.00

Study Hall, Inc.
Marketing Plan Implementation

To implement an outreach and marketing plan to attract more students and improve its administrative core to support growth

$2,000.00

Sustainable CT, Inc.
Fellowship Program

The Sustainable CT Fellowship Program places approximately 12 top-notch, passionate college students in regional planning 
offices throughout the state to provide hands-on assistance to municipalities in implementing Sustainable CT actions to build 
more inclusive, resilient, and vibrant communities for all residents. We request funding to support one Fellow to provide 
technical assistance to Middlesex County towns during the summer of 2023.

$2,000.00
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Tri-Town Youth Services Bureau Inc
Early Childhood Council Coordinator Position

To support the Early Childhood Council Coordinator position for the healthy physical, intellectual and social-emotional 
development of children birth to 5-years old.  ECC Coordinator will host playgroups, provide parent support, administer 
Developmental Screenings, and expand the Preschool Scholarship Fund to aid more working families in Chester, Deep River 
and Essex and ensure that children have access to a quality preschool education prior to starting kindergarten.

$5,000.00

United Cerebral Palsy Association of Eastern Connecticut Inc
General Support

To benefit individuals with disabilities living in the community, by providing them with financial assistance for basic needs, by 
assisting them with basic rights, by providing them with case management and advocacy, by providing them with assistive 
technology to increase their independence or through a combination of these services.

$2,500.00

Vista Life Innovations Inc
A Shared Stage Productions

Vista Life Innovations' (Vista's) A Shared Stage Productions is an inclusive performing arts program for all people, with 
performers of all skill levels and abilities. Vista is seeking funding to underwrite program costs, such as theater professionals 
who provide the necessary supports and systems to assist individuals with disabilities in successfully participating in Vista's 
annual musical production and gaining a strong sense of inclusion and pride.

$3,000.00

Spring 2023

A Little Compassion Inc.
General operating support

General Operations funding from the Community Foundation of Middlesex County will support A Little Compassion's 
employment and social programs for neurodiverse young adults as well as community outreach initiatives. Demand for these 
wraparound services and support has grown significantly over the last year, and ALC expects to serve a great deal more 
neurodiverse youth than in prior years.

$5,000.00

Adelbrook Behavioral & Development Services
Technology Purchases for ─delbooks & More

The grant will fund technology purchases to help open our newest vocational project- ─delbooks & More. ─delbooks & More is 
a used bookstore in Middletown where our individuals will be able to learn vocational and life skills and gain experiences to 
increase and further develop their independence.

$5,000.00
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American Red Cross-CT Chapter
General operating support

The goal of American Red Cross Disaster Services is to help create resilient communities. There are three components to 
achieving this goal: Disaster Response and Relief, Disaster Recovery and Disaster Preparedness for Middlesex County 
residents.

$5,000.00

Animal Alliance Welfare League, Inc.
2023 Young-to-Adult TVNR Project

Animal Alliance Welfare League, Inc. (AAWL) grant request from the Community Foundation of Middlesex County will help 
fund the 2023 Young-to-Adult TVNR (Trap/ Vaccinate/Neuter-spay/ Return) Project.  This project focuses on free-roaming 
community cats and homeless strays, supports the organization's on-going mission to help control stray cat over-population 
and minimize the number of kittens born to the streets that are taken in by our partner rescue, Almost Home, in Killingworth, 
CT.

$2,500.00

Aspire Living & Learning, Inc.
Outdoor deck replacement

This grant will help offset the costs of the replacement of a deck at Peter's, one of Aspire Living & Learning's group homes for 
neurodiverse adults. Peter's is located in Middlefield.

$3,000.00

Brainerd Memorial Library
New website development

Create a new website for our library which updates our present one (from 2016) in terms of functionality, compatibility with 
multiple devices, and is accessible to users with disabilities and learning differences.

$4,500.00

Cat Tales, Inc.
General operating support

The grant will help us fulfill our mission which includes, but is not limited to, identifying homeless, injured and feral cats, 
providing veterinary care, food and shelter until they can be placed in a forever home. Veterinary care always includes 
spay/neuter.

$4,000.00

Central Connecticut Rowing Inc.
Purchase of two new rowing machines

We are requesting a grant in order to purchase two additional rowing machines (CONCEPT2 RowErg) which will futher 
enhance our program and the ability to offer higher-quality training to students and patrons.

$1,050.00
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Clean Water Fund
ReThink Disposable (RTD) program in schools

CWF requests funding to support the launch of a ReThink Disposable (RTD) program in schools in Middlesex county.  RTD 
started out of our CA office and has been extremely successful in reducing single-use and plastic waste from restaurants, 
schools and institutions.  With secured funding from NOAA, we're poised to expand this work to CT.  Plastic debris harms 
aquatic species and birds, pollutes our rivers and the Long Island Sound. The RTD is an innovative, successful model to 
reduce this pollution.

$15,000.00

Connecticut Association for Human Services, Inc.
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program

Connecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS), a division of Advancing Connecticut Together, Inc., respectfully 
requests a grant to support our preparation for and implementation of free IRS-sponsored tax preparation services to at least 
500 Middlesex County households in the 2024 tax season, through the CAHS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program, a service focused on providing free tax preparation services to low- and middle-income individuals, maximizing their 
refunds.

$5,000.00

Connecticut Humane Society
Veterinary resources

This program provides a network of veterinary resources to Middlesex County's most vulnerable pets: those in the care of 
municipal animal control departments and those whose families are facing a veterinary emergency compounded by an 
existing economic crisis. CHS will collaborate with its veterinary team and outside veterinary partners to deliver lifesaving care 
to pets, thereby addressing the threats these pets face when care is financially unattainable: suffering, surrender and/or 
euthanasia.

$5,000.00

Connection, Inc.
The Eddy Shelter

Grant funds from Community Foundation of Middlesex County will be used to support The Eddy Shelter, which provides 
emergency shelter and rapid re-housing support to homeless adults while identifying and planning for long-term housing. The 
Eddy Shelter is the only emergency homeless shelter in Middlesex County that serves single adult male, female, and 
transgender clients.

$5,000.00

Cromwell Belden Public Library
Blue Earth Food Scrap program

The Cromwell Belden Public Library, The Cromwell Solid Waste & Recycling Department, Cromwell Public Schools, and 
Adelbrook Behavioral and Developmental Services along with Cromwell Recreation are bringing the Blue Earth Food Scrap 
program to Cromwell. The Library and Recycling department will spear head the distribution of home cans, larger cans for the 
Town's events and educating the importance and benefits of food scrap recycling through educational events.

$14,854.00
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CT Gilbert & Sullivan Society
Orchestra for "Patience, Bunthorn's Bride"

CTGSS is seeking a grant to partially fund the cost of the full orchestra that we always use for our productions. A live, 
professional orchestra is an essential part of each show.

$3,000.00

Cultivating Justice
Youth composting and beekeeping education

Cultivating Justice is seeking the Foundation's support in funding our youth composting and beekeeping education initiatives.  
Our organization and this request fully align with your vision, and any funds received will be used to purchase materials and 
supplies for these two programs.

$5,000.00

East Haddam Park & Recreation Dept.
Summer day camp activities

This grant would fund enrichment programs and activities for our summer day camp.

$5,000.00

Essex Land Trust
Kayak/canoe launch installation

Funding will support the installation of a kayak/canoe launch at our Falls River Park preserve, providing access to the Mill 
Pond and Jeans Island for stewardship and for public recreation such as paddling, fishing, birding, and educational activities.

$5,000.00

Essex Winter Series Inc
Spring 2024 Outreach

For our Spring 2024 Outreach to schools and senior communities in Middlesex County, our organization is planning four days 
of educational and entertainment visits to 10-12 facilities. Continuing our exploration of all orchestral instruments and to 
ensure variety in the annual presentations, this program will feature two emerging artists, one flutist and one harpist, to 
highlight classical music many students may not experience at home and some seniors may only enjoy if the music comes to 
them.

$2,750.00

Girl Scouts Of Connecticut Inc
General operating support

Following our mission to build girls of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a better place, Girl Scouts 
serves over 800 girls in Middlesex County. Through Girl Scouts, youth of all backgrounds and abilities can be unapologetically 
themselves as they discover their strengths and rise to meet new challenges whether they want to climb to the top of a tree or 
the top of their class, lace up their boots for a hike, or advocate for climate justice.

$5,000.00
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Goodspeed Opera House Foundation, Inc.
Arts Education Collaboration program

Goodspeed Musical's signature Arts Education Collaboration program provides students from underserved schools with 
exposure to musical theatre and educational workshops that incorporate Core learning with the art form. In 2023, the program 
will serve 720 students, including students from Nathan Hale Ray Middle School, East Haddam.

$3,000.00

Grace Episcopal Church
Teaching vegetable garden

This grant is to fund materials to build a protection enclosure for a teaching vegetable garden. In addition, funds would 
provide for materials for irrigation and soil for eight raised beds.

$2,475.00

Henry Carter Hull Library
Teen room improvements

The money from the grant will be used to improve the Henry Carter Hull Library's teen room, which includes new modular 
furniture, wall decorations, and other decor such as pillows, rugs, etc. as chosen by the Henry Carter Hull Library Teen 
Advisory Board to provide teens with a place to work and socialize.

$4,997.00

Ivoryton Village Alliance, LLC
Ivoryton Illuminations

This grant will assist with the replacement of specialty lights which are used to decorate the large village tree during the 
Ivoryton Illuminations.  The existing lights are 14 years old and have outlasted their estimated life span of 10 years.

$5,000.00

Keep the Promise Coalition
Trainings on Advocacy and Leadership

Keep the Promise Coalition respectfully requests a $5000 grant to partly support its continued Trainings on Advocacy and 
Leadership for residents of the Whiting Forensic Hospital in Middletown. Patients in Whiting face significant barriers to 
discharge and reintegration into the community and suffer other infringements of their rights. Our trainings are effective in 
equipping patients to maintain a culture within Whiting that promotes patient self-advocacy for change.

$3,804.00

Literacy Volunteers Of Central Connecticut Inc
Literacy for Economic Self-Sufficiency Program

The Literacy for Economic Self-Sufficiency Program is critically important in reducing the number of families experiencing 
poverty by helping students learn to speak, read, and write English to gain employment, improve wages, and gain financial 
literacy skills. The program empowers adult students by helping them gain literacy and basic skill proficiency to help meet their 
professional and educational goals, all of which lead to financial stability for themselves and for their families.

$5,000.00
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Middle Haddam Public Library Inc
Digitize and preserve archives

Funding the equipment, materials and wages required to digitize and preserve the library's irreplaceable collection of maps, 
photographs, diaries, letters, postcards & artifacts concerning local history, culture, and people. This project will include a 
functional inventory of papers and photographs where none exist now and eventual transcription to increase the usability and 
accessibility of the papers across a variety of formats and platforms.

$5,000.00

Middlesex Community College Foundation
Veterinary services

This grant would provide funding for the cost of surgeries so that animal control facilities could take advantage of our 
program. Being able to provide this service to dogs in animal control facilities' care before they are adopted is a great benefit 
to not only the dog, but the adopters and provides fantastic and essential experience for our students.

$5,000.00

Middlesex Habitat for Humanity of CT
Start-up costs for the Norfolk Street project

This grant will fund the start-up costs for the Norfolk Street, Middletown, house-build project.

$5,000.00

Middletown Public Schools
The Entangled and Ingested project

Seeking funding from the Community Foundation so that artist Dr. Catherine Owens can collaborate with the elementary 
schools in Middletown to co-create a life-sized portrait, most likely the orca or the shortfin mako shark. The project will likely 
take place in the fall of 2023. During this time, Dr. Owens will visit each school for a day-long workshop where students will 
learn basic sewing techniques, learn about plastic, and collaborate to sew a portion of the portrait.

$2,500.00

Middletown Public Schools
Health and Wellness activities at Farm Hill School

The grant will fund 18 weeks of Health and Wellness activities for kindergarten thru 5th grade students in the after-school 
program at Farm Hill School. 6 weeks of yoga instruction,  6 weeks of mindfulness activities and 6 weeks of cooking for 
health. The goal of this program is not only to increase the students' health knowledge and create positive attitudes toward 
their own well-being, but also to enable students to experience the activities that they will be able to continue and expand on.

$5,000.00

Pay Forward, Inc.
General operating support

Operational expenses to include dockage, mast and rigging, hoisting boat in and out of water

$4,000.00
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Portland Youth and Social Services
Q+ lead facilitator

CFMC grant funding would cover a Q+ lead facilitator twice a month for a year for LGBTQ+ activity nights and support groups. 
The Town of Portland Youth & Family Services and soft/in-kind donations/volunteers would cover food costs as well as 
additional facilitators for the support group nights.

$2,500.00

Read to Grow, Inc.
Books for Kids program and Bookmobile

Read to Grow is requesting funds to provide free high-quality, diverse children's books to children in Middlesex County towns 
through our Books for Kids program and Bookmobile stops.

$5,000.00

Ronald McDonald House Charities for CT and Western MA
Family Togetherness Program

Since 1985, Connecticut's only Ronald McDonald House has provided over 11,600 families with a home away from home 
24/7, 365 days each year when misfortune strikes a child with life-threatening illness or injury. Our Ronald McDonald House is 
there for them to provide lodging, food, and daily necessities while receiving the specialized care to save their child's life. We 
humbly request support for the most important part of our mission, helping families through our Family Togetherness Program.

$5,000.00

SARAH, Inc.

Transitional Services program

This grant will partially fund a SARAH Inc. program providing adults with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities (IDD) 
the opportunity to learn about and develop a healthier lifestyle which will lead to sustainable employment opportunities. Ten all-
inclusive gym memberships to the Valley Shore YMCA in Westbrook are provided to participants from SARAH Inc.'s 
Transitional Services program to strengthen their mental and physical well-being while they prepare to engage in employment.

$5,000.00

Shiloh Baptist Community Development Corporation
Food pantry and SWAP program

This grant will increase our ability to provide continued access to nutritious foods such as fruits, vegetables, dairy, meats, non-
perishable items, and additional resources to meet the needs of our community residents. It will also help implement the 
SWAP program to help promote healthy food choices, categorize and label food pantry offerings, as well as address real 
health concerns/issues such as high blood pressure.

$3,000.00
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Shine Your Light
Rushford at Stonegate creative activities

The grant will fund 2 creative activities per month for high school students participating in the Rushford at Stonegate 
residential treatment program for boys ages 13 to 18. Activities will include the following benefits: Relieve stress, increase 
empathy and love, enhance problem solving skills, boost self-esteem and the sense of achievement.

$5,000.00

Shoreline Arts Alliance Inc
General operating support

Shoreline Arts Alliance is requesting a grant to assist with general operating support. Thanks to our COVID program, Re-
opening CT Arts Venues - Science Based Safety, more people have become aware of Shoreline Arts Alliance, resulting in 
greater expenses at a time when donations are low.

$2,000.00

Town of Westbrook
Public art mural

The funds will support a public/private partnership that is utilizing a combination of private, public and grant funds to install the 
Town's first public art mural on a highly visible location on the exterior of a private building in Westbrook Town Center.  The 
mural is designed to contribute to the efforts to create a Sense of Place  by portraying a significant Revolutionary War era 
event involving the nation's first submarine, the "Turtle" invented by David Bushnell of Westbrook.

$5,000.00

Traveling Toys, Inc.
Toy lending library at Acton Public Library

This grant will fund the first toy lending library within the children's and teen's sections of the Acton Public Library in Old 
Saybrook, CT. This request is being submitted through a collaboration of Traveling Toys, Inc., co-founded by Diana Caty and 
Mary Didiuk, and the Acton Public Library.

$4,031.00

Valley Shore YMCA
Move for Better Balance

Community Health (Health/Medical/Hospital Care)

The goal of Move for Better Balance is to reduce the number of falls or near falls in seniors by delivering a 12-week evidence-
based group exercise program developed by researchers at the Oregon Research Institute. The program, based on the 
principles of Tai Chi, is led by a qualified instructor and teaches eight movements modified especially for reducing the risk of 
falling.

$4,500.00
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YMCA of Northern Middlesex County Inc.
Financial assistance

Community Health (Health/Medical/Hospital Care)

Funds will be used for financial assistance for YMCA memberships during the 12-week programming, in order to make the 
program free to participants.

$5,000.00
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