Community Foundation of Middlesex County
2024-2025 Application Summary and Grant Awards

Fall 2024

Organization: A Little Compassion Inc.
Program Name: The New Employment Skills Training (N.E.S.T.) program

Description: Provides neurodiverse young adults with personalized, hands-on job training in a supportive environment. Participants
gain real-world experience and develop essential skills to build confidence and independence for long-term success.
Funded by the Deep River Cares Fund
$2,000.00

Organization: Acton Public Library
Program Name: Customer Relationship Management software (CRM) Little Green Light (LGL)

Description: CRM Little Green Light used to manage online fundraising for general and specific purposes, in an ongoing effort to better
serve the public - help support the salary of a temporary professional Development Officer who will manage the CRM,
communicate with donors, identify prospective new donors, and train staff in fundraising management, marketing, and
strategy.

$3,000.00

Organization: American Red Cross-CT Chapter
Program Name: American Red Cross Disaster Services

Description: To help create resilient communities. There are three components to achieving this goal: Disaster Response and Relief,
Disaster Recovery and Disaster Preparedness for Middlesex County residents.

$5,000.00

Organization: Arts for Learning Connecticut, Inc.
Program Name: 9-week after school arts learning program, "Express Yourself"

Description: For 49 middle school students at Beman Middle School in Middletown, implemented by professional Teaching Artists.
Through this program, Multilingual Learners (MLL) students, who face significant challenges in school, will receive
targeted arts learning instruction across multiple media to support engagement and achievement.

$5,000.00

Organization: Aspire Living & Learning, Inc.
Program Name: Develop a lending library of adaptive and assistive technology and equipment for daily activities

Description: Build a lending library of adaptive and assistive technology and equipment for activities of daily living, remote learning,
and remote socialization. This project will increase personal independence and improve quality of life for nine (9)
Middlesex County residents with IDD.
Funded by the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women and Girls

$3,000.00

Organization: Best Buddies in Connecticut
Program Name: One-to-one friendship, social inclusion, and leadership development for neuro diverse individuals

Description: To provide opportunities for one-to-one friendship, social inclusion, and leadership development for individuals with an
intellectual or developmental disability in Middlesex County, a significantly underserved population.

$2,500.00

Organization: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Connecticut, Inc.
Program Name: Community-Based Mentoring

Description: Connect at-risk children and youth with volunteer mentors for one-to-one relationships, along with ongoing case
management. Matches meet regularly in the community to engage in enriching activities and discussions that support the
child's academic, social, and emotional development.

Co-Funded by the CFMC Grants Committee and the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women and Girls
$5,000.00
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Organization: Camp Bethel Association, Inc.
Program Name: Expand the Camp Bethel Elder School

Description: Expand the successful program going forward into 2024-25 as there was high interest from the local community and we
are requesting funding again to initiate a tuition-based program and increase our numbers of participants as well as types
of classes offered for an Elder School Il for Summer, 2025.
Funded by the St Lukes Home Fund
$5,000.00

Organization: Cappella Cantorum
Program Name: Cappella Cantorum Masterworks Chorus Spring 2025 Concert

Description: This grant will help to support the production costs of the 2025 Concert, which will give local singers and orchestra
musicians the opportunity to perform Mozart's Requiem in D minor, Regina Coeli and other great choral pieces for the
residents of Middlesex County and surrounding towns.

$2,500.00

Organization: Children In Placement Connecticut Inc
Program Name: Guardian ad Litem volunteer program

Description: Children in Placement plays a critical role in the continuum of care for the defenseless and innocent children who have
sadly fallen victim to abuse, neglect, and abandonment in Connecticut. Our Guardian ad Litem volunteers, many of whom
become the only trusting adult that these children have had in their lives, are a voice for these children.

$5,000.00

Organization: Columbus House, Inc
Program Name: Outreach and Engagement case manager and a Housing Coordinator in the MMW CAN region

Description: Outreach and Engagement case manager and a Housing Coordinator in the MMW CAN region. The goal is to help
individuals experiencing unsheltered homelessness find permanent housing tailored to their needs. Case management
will follow a person-centered approach, focusing on income security and access to care. Case managers will support
clients from initial contact to stable housing, assisting with housing options, lease negotiation, and access to necessary
services

$5,000.00

Organization: Community Music School Inc.
Program Name: General support for programs of essential musical education, opportunities, and experiences

Description: General support for programs of essential musical education, opportunities, and experiences for community members of
all ages including private lessons, ensembles, classes, performances, and events.

$5,000.00

Organization: Connecticut Democracy Center, Inc.
Program Name: Connecticut History Day at Nathan Hale Ray High School

Description: Assist Nathan Hale-Ray Middle School students in participating in Connecticut History Day, an affiliate of the renowned
National History Day program. Funding will cover the cost of project supplies, field trips, free classroom workshops,
student registration fees for the State Contest, and overall outreach to grow the program in the Middlesex County region.

$2,500.00

Organization: Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue, Inc.
Program Name: Medical and veterinary needs

Description: Purchase of routine medications and medical supplies most commonly used throughout the year to treat the needs of the
rescued horses . Medications include, but are not limited to anti-inflammatories, allergy medications and pain relievers
while medical supplies can include nitrile gloves, poultices, compresses, vet wraps, etc.

Funded by the Animals Respect and Friendship Fund
$5,000.00
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Organization: Connecticut Humane Society
Program Name: Network of veterinary resources to Middlesex County's most vulnerable pets

Description: This program provides a network of veterinary resources to Middlesex County's most vulnerable pets: those in the care of
municipal animal control departments and those whose families are facing a veterinary emergency compounded by an
existing economic crisis. CHS will collaborate with its veterinary team and outside veterinary partners to deliver lifesaving
care to pets, thereby addressing the threats these pets face when care is financially unattainable: suffering, surrender
and/or euthanasia.

Funded by the Animals Respect and Friendship Fund
$5,000.00

Organization: Connecticut River Conservancy
Program Name: Water Chestnut Removal and Community Engagement in the Floating Meadows

Description: Support environmental stewardship and community engagement within the framework of CRC's invasive plants

management program. By allowing CRC to build out partnerships and community connections, CRC will reach and
engage previously disconnected residents in outings at Floating Meadows that will help connect Middletown residents to
this ecologically important site and empower them to be environmental stewards through volunteer service.

Funded by the Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals and Nature

$15,000.00

Organization: Connecticut River Foundation at Steamboat Dock
Program Name:  Bijrding on Board

Description: To expand our citizen science program, Birding On Board, piloted successfully in 2024. Through observation and

exploration of birds on the River, Birding On Board empowers students to be scientists and see themselves through a
new lens. Grant funds will enable us to: (1) partner with Title 1 schools in Middlesex and Hartford Counties that face
accessibility barriers, and (2) reimagine the program for neurodivergent students.
Funded by the Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals and Nature
$14,680.00

Organization: Connecticut Science Center, Inc.
Program Name:  sgcjence in Motion Programs or Enrichment Kits

Description: Provide Science in Motion Programs or Enrichment Kits, in addition to professional development training for STEM
teachers within Middletown Public Schools.

$2,500.00

Organization: Connecticut Veterans Legal Center (CVLC)
Program Name: Free legal services to low-income Veterans

Description: Provide free legal services to low-income Veterans across the State of Connecticut, helping them access income
benefits, healthcare, housing, and recovery services, often for the first time. Funding from the Community Foundation of
Middlesex County will ensure that 50 Veteran residents of Middlesex County have access to these vital services over the
course of the year which will increase their long-term well-being.

$5,000.00

Organization: Connecticut Youth Excellence Project
Program Name: Youth Excellence Project

Description: Provide at-risk male teens with adult mentorship in outdoors spaces with goals to promote health and build resilience in

the face of significant life challenges, including maltreatment, adversity, loss, and trauma. The current request is needed
to fund our 12th year of programming, which includes 12 months of planned activities and outdoor expeditions (see
budget), as well as informal mentoring and support provided in between monthly full cohort events.
Co-Funded by the CFMC Grants Committee and a Donor Advised Fund
$5,000.00
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Organization: Cultivating Justice Project, Katal Center
Program Name: Fostering Equitable Stewardship at the Miller Street Community Farm

Description: Address the inequities in the conservation and stewardship of our natural resources. The Miller Street Community Farm
partners with residents of this area of Middletown to offer space and capacity to upcoming farmers of color and to offer
civic engagement opportunities for residents to learn about responsible land stewardship, local conservation practices,
ways to improve food accessibility and environmental health.

Funded by the Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals and Nature

$15,000.00

Organization: Deep River Elementary School
Program Name: Kindergarten through 3rd grade after school programing to enrich the student educational experiences

Description: To fund after school programing to enrich the student educational experiences at the Kindergarten through Third Grade
level.

Funded by the Deep River Cares Fund

$2,500.00
Organization: Deep River Public Library
Program Name: Immersive chess for the children, teens, and adults program
Description: To fund an immersive chess for the children, teens, and adults in our user community throughout the fall, winter and

spring. We envision increasing what we currently offer to a create a more robust program in which students learn to
master strategy and gaming tips in a program that would culminate in a community tournament to utilize the skills honed
throughout the program.
Co-Funded by the CFMC Grants Committee and the Deep River Cares Fund
$2,000.00

Organization: Durham Public Library
Program Name: Fifteen MEternally backpacks

Description: Purchase of fifteen MEternally backpacks to be circulated at the Durham Public Library. These backpacks contain all the
materials needed to complete reminiscence activities for individuals living with dementia.

$2,590.00

Organization: East Haddam Historical Society
Program Name: East Haddam Historical Society's (EHHS) digital history website

Description: Partially fund for one year the East Haddam Historical Society's (EHHS) digital history website
www.easthaddamstories.com, which went live in March 2021. This local history site is a partnership between EHHS and
Simonpure Media.

$1,000.00

Organization: East Haddam Land Trust
Program Name: Golet Farm Preserve Wetlands Viewing Platform and Boardwalk

Description: The construction of an 80' long wetlands boardwalk that ends in a viewing platform within a wetlands. This portion of the

overall project is part of a more extensive trail system that includes a 700" hardpacked trail with interpretive signage in
English text and braille. The hardpacked trail is meant to make the boardwalk and viewing platform accessible to people
with mobility and vision challenges. We will apply for the hardpacked trail funding from DEEP in spring, 2025

Funded by the Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals and Nature

$8,086.00

Organization: Ekklesia Contemporary Ballet
Program Name: Free performances and dance education for at risk youth

Description: Supporting our mission of arts accessibility in the Middletown community. We are seeking general operating support
funding primarily for our free programs such as free performances and dance education for at risk youth.

$2,500.00
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Organization: Epoch Arts
Program Name:  gpeak Out Productions

Description: Consists of two of our cornerstone programs - Mini Production, and Main Stage Production. These programs offer healthy
outlets for teens to voice their own opinions, express feelings and work through issues that directly impact them every
day.

$4,300.00

Organization: Essex Historical Society
Program Name: Purchase a selection of mobile exhibit equipment and cases

Description: To purchase a selection of mobile exhibit equipment and cases to develop professional temporary exhibits at our historic
house museum (Pratt House), at community events and for short-term exhibitions in non-traditional locations. This
program strives to share our rich collections of objects and images with the public, while strengthening a sense of pride in
the community.

$1,000.00

Organization: Everyone Outside
Program Name: Nature Connection for Children and Families in the Greater Middletown Area

Description: This grant will enable more children and families in the greater Middletown area to experience the many benefits of

spending time in the natural world. Our focus will be on building relationships with local underserved communities and
providing access to local green spaces through field trips, on-site programs, public programs and scholarships for our
programs. Our hands-on activities will provide a combination of outdoor education and nature connection fun.
Funded by the Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals and Nature
$13,500.00

Organization: FISH for C.D.& E., Inc.
Program Name:  pjspatching and Operations

Description: This grant will help fund our operating expenses in particular the cost of our answering service and our dispatchers
payroll. It will also help with the liability insurance costs for our officers and directors.

$1,500.00

Organization: Greater Middletown Chorale Inc
Program Name: Mozart's Requiem

Description: Mozart's Requiem, deemed one of the greatest choral works of all time and described as tender, deeply moving, and

infused with loss and wanting, will be performed at Middletown's Santo Fragilio Performing Arts. Maestro, Joseph
D'Eugenio will prepare and then conduct the GMChorale, Saecula Singers, world-class soloists, and Orchestra New
England in this performance that will surely leave our attendees deeply moved and participating musicians inspired.

$5,000.00

Organization: Ivoryton Playhouse Foundation Inc
Program Name: CRM Enhancements

Description: Build organizational capacity for fundraising by investing in a digital tool called Wealth Engine. We are currently installing
a new ticketing and donor database program called LEAP Patron Manager and there is a Wealth Engine module as an
additional add on.

$3,000.00

Organization: Junior Achievement of SW New England
Program Name: Financial literacy, work readiness, and entrepreneurship programs for 1,000 Middlesex County students

Description: Implement a variety of financial literacy, work readiness, and entrepreneurship programs for 1,000 Middlesex County
students during the 2024-25 school year. These initiatives will help the students to enhance their soft skills, learn money
skills, discover local businesses, explore career opportunities, create employment goals, and experience the power of
entrepreneurship.

Co-Funded by the CFMC Grants Committee, the Killingworth Community Fund and a Donor Advised Fund
$5,000.00
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Organization: Killingworth Library Association
Program Name: Teen space enhancements

Description: To fund a teen space at our library, which will offer a unique, safe, teen-friendly atmosphere for teens to gather, study,
and socialize - our town does not currently have any dedicated space where teens can convene. Additionally, we aim to
revamp our outdated website to better represent the library and attract a younger audience, as our website is the digital
face of the library.

Funded by the Killingworth Community Fund
$3,500.00

Organization: Kuhn Employment Opportunities
Program Name: Employment Services for At Risk Individuals

Description: To host a workshop that is aimed at assisting at-risk individuals by increasing awareness of available resources provided
by Kuhn and other providers to assist individuals in obtaining and maintain employment.

$1,813.00

Organization: Literacy Volunteers Of Central Connecticut Inc
Program Name: Parent Power: Language and Literacy Program

Description: Provide tutoring for adult ESOL learners in Middletown with a focus on intergenerational literacy. The program helps
parents improve their English skills to better support their children's education and create a literacy-rich home
environment.

$5,000.00

Organization: Lumibility, Inc.
Program Name: Westbrook Day Program

Description: The Enhanced Enrichment Project includes hiring trained professionals in the wellness, arts, and therapy fields to provide
engaging sessions for Day Program participants with differing abilities toward improving their quality of life.
$3,000.00

Organization: Mercy Housing & Shelter Corporation
Program Name: Permanent Supportive Housing

Description: Helps individuals who are chronically homeless with the highest service need remain stably housed in the community and
connected to care. Specifically, support will be used to address barriers to providing housing for vulnerable individuals in
Middlesex County (i.e. security deposits, rental application fees) not covered by other funding sources.

$5,000.00

Organization: Middlesex County NAACP
Program Name:  Youth Health Career Programs

Description: This initiative seeks to encourage youth of color to pursue careers as healthcare professionals by distributing children's
books that feature healthcare professionals of color and coordinating book readings and engaging activities led by
healthcare professionals of color.

$2,500.00

Organization: Middlesex Health
Program Name: A simplified hydroponic growing pilot

Description: A simplified hydroponic growing pilot to assess the potential of hydroponics while bridging the gap for community
members who lack access to nutritious and affordable produce.

$1,500.00

Organization: Middlesex Health Cancer Center
Program Name: Community Breast Health Lay Navigator

Description: Community Breast Health Lay Navigator to oversee the Addressing Barriers to Care for Breast Health program which
provides breast health education and promotes annual breast cancer screening and diagnosis services among women in
Middlesex County who experience barriers to optimal breast care.

$5,000.00
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Organization: Middletown Police Activity League Inc.
Program Name: General Operating Support for the PAL Center

Description: Support rent and utilities payments to ensure continued operation of the PAL facility.
$5,000.00

Organization: Middletown Public Schools
Program Name: Experiential Learning for Waterfowl Habitat

Description: To improve waterfowl habitat at the Middletown High School Agriculture Science & Technology land laboratory. The

property is well suited for the project because its borders feature desirable characteristics of waterfowl habitat, including
food sources, open water, and brush/woodland. We plan to install and monitor wood duck boxes and mallard hen huts
within the property. The project will provide experiential learning opportunities for Agriculture Science students.

Funded by the Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals and Nature

$7,500.00

Organization: Ministerial Health Fellowship
Program Name: Diapers and feminine supplies program

Description: Diapers and feminine supplies that are need in the community for low income single parents and our aging community.
Funded by the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women and Girls
$2,500.00

Organization: Oddfellows Playhouse
Program Name: Performing Arts Programs

Description:
To help fund our performing arts programs for young people ages 1 to 20 during the 2025 calendar year. We anticipate
serving over 1600 youth in 2025, 60% of whom will receive financial aid; CFMC General Operating Support promotes the
organization's long-term sustainability as we celebrate our 50th season serving Greater Middletown children and families.
$5,000.00

Organization: Operation Fuel Inc
Program Name: Energy Assistance Program

Description: To support energy assistance in Middlesex County. Our greatest challenge is receiving more requests for assistance
than we can fill. A rise in energy prices has led many more low- and moderate families to be unable to afford their utility
bills due to steep increases in their energy costs. Unfortunately, many may not have the income to pay those higher bills.

$5,000.00

Organization: Reach Out and Read, Inc.
Program Name: Early literacy and relational health intervention

Description: Provide its early literacy and relational health intervention to about 2,500 children and families at 16 clinics throughout
Middlesex County.

$2,000.00

Organization: Read to Grow, Inc.
Program Name: Books for Kids and Bookmobile

Description: Provide free high-quality, diverse children's books to children in Middlesex County towns through Books for Kids and
Bookmobile stops.

$5,000.00

Organization: Ronald McDonald House Charities for CT and Western MA
Program Name: Family Room Support

Description: Support a family guest room for the upcoming year and offset the expenses associated with hosting a family while their
child is receiving treatment at an area medical facility. Room sponsors help to cover the costs of utilities, maintenance,
hot meals and community pantry items, family activities, parking, and programmatic personnel.

$5,000.00
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Organization: Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries, Inc.
Program Name: Food and Necessities Purchases

Description: Provide weekly grocery distributions to needy residents at our pantries in Clinton, Westbrook and Old Saybrook with fresh

and non-perishable food given at no cost to shoreline residents living in our 11-town service area, including the Middlesex
County towns of Centerbrook, Chester, Clinton, Deep River, Essex, Ilvoryton, Killingworth, Old Saybrook and Westbrook.
All grant funds will be used exclusively for food purchases.

$5,000.00

Organization: St. Vincent dePaul Place
Program Name: Food and Necessities Purchases

Description: Food and products to be purchased, stocked and distributed to families, individuals and students in the city's eight
elementary schools, middle school and high school.

$5,000.00

Organization: STEAM Train, Inc.
Program Name: STEM Gems Summer Youth Camp

Description: Provides children with hands-on activities in various STEM disciplines, free of charge.
$1,500.00

Organization: The Bridge Family Center, Inc.
Program Name: Quality Parenting Center located in Cromwell

Description: To support start-up expenses related to our Quality Parenting Center to be located in Cromwell Connecticut. QPC

Cromwell will support visit coaching for families in Middlesex County when a child has been removed from the home for
abuse or neglect. Visit coaching promotes family reunification by improving the emotional bond between parent and child
and strengthening the family relationship, all while ensuring the child's safety.
Funded by the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women and Girls
$2,500.00

Organization: The Children's Law Center, Inc.
Program Name: Legal Representation Program

Description: Support costs of the Legal Representation Program, which provides highly skilled legal representation to indigent children
whose parents are embroiled in high-conflict family court disputes. Our approach is unique in that we engage a staff
mental health professional who teams with attorneys on the most difficult cases.

$5,000.00

Organization: The Diaper Bank, Inc.
Program Name: Diaper Distribution Network

Description: To support the distribution of diapers through our Diaper Distribution Network in Middlesex Counties. We provide diapers
to 251 families in Middlesex County.

Co-Funded by the CFMC Grants Committee and the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women and Girls
$5,000.00

Organization: Town of Chester
Program Name: Chester Center Bicycle and Pedestrian Rest Area

Description: Chester Center Bicycle and Pedestrian Rest Area: Located along the proposed Heritage Trail linking Chester, Haddam,
and East Haddam. Equipment includes: Bicycle Fix-it Station, Bicycle Pump, E-Bike Charging Station, Benches, Bicycle
Rack, Informational Kiosk.
Co-Funded by the Grants Committee and Chester Leadership Fund
$4,500.00

Organization: Traveling Toys, Inc.
Program Name: Cromwell Library Toy Lending Program

Description: Toy lending library within the children's and teen's sections of the Cromwell Belden Public Library in Cromwell,
Connecticut. This request is being submitted through a collaboration with Traveling Toys, Inc. and the Cromwell Belden
Public Library.

$2,953.96
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Organization: United Cerebral Palsy Association of Eastern Connecticut Inc
Program Name: Inclusion & Advocacy Program
Description: Provide direct and immediate support to individuals with disabilities in Middlesex County, Connecticut. Over the past year,

the program has expanded to include Bette's Bounty Food Pantry, which addresses food insecurity among individuals with
disabilities, and a grant from the Community Foundation of Middlesex County will help further reduce barriers to
accessing basic needs like food.

$5,000.00

Organization: Vista Life Innovations Inc
Program Name: A Shared Stage Program

Description: An inclusive performing arts program for all people, with performers of all skill levels and abilities. Vista is seeking funding
to underwrite program costs, such as theater professionals who provide the necessary supports and systems to assist
individuals with disabilities in successfully participating in Vista's annual musical production and gaining a strong sense of
inclusion and pride.

$5,000.00

Spring 2025

Organization: Active Voice, The
Program Name: Community Engagement Activities

Description: To support the development and launch of the program in Middlesex County and the surrounding region.
Co-Funded by the Katchen Coley Conservation Fund and Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for
Birds, other Animals and Nature
$8,000.00

Organization: Adelbrook Behavioral & Development Services
Program Name: Devices for Speical Education Students

Description:
To purchase communication devices for students of Adelbrook’s Cromwell Academy. These devices will serve as a visual
communication tool for students with limited verbal communication abilities, supporting the social, cognitive, and physical
development of individuals with autism, developmental, and intellectual disabilities.

$1,000.00

Organization: Anam Cara Sanctuary Farm
Program Name: Hay for Animals

Description: To help aid monthly hay/straw costs for 34 sanctuary animals.(Goats, sheep, horses, and pigs)
Funded by the Animal: Respect & Friendship Fund
$3,000.00

Organization: Animal Alliance Welfare League, Inc.
Program Name: Cat Veterinary Costs

Description: To assist in funding the 2025 Young-to-Adult TVNR (Trap/Vaccinate/Neuter-Spay/Return) Project, offsetting veterinary
costs for spay/neuter of community cats and minimizing the number of kittens born to the streets, that are taken in by
partner rescue, Almost Home, in Killingworth, CT.

Co-Funded by the Animal: Respect & Friendship Fund and the Killingworth Community Fund
$3,000.00

Organization: ARTFARM, Inc.
Program Name: Community Performing Arts

Description: To support ARTFARM's mission of cultivating high-quality theater with a commitment to simple living, environmental
sustainability & social justice through workshops, performances, expressive & healing arts & other educational programs
for adults & young people in Middlesex County.

$2,000.00
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Organization: Bare Necessities, Inc.
Program Name: Diaper and Wipe Distribution

Description: To support the purchase and distribution of diapers and wipes to families in need in Middlesex County for approximately
400 unduplicated babies to meet 70% of the diaper need.

Funded by the Sari A Rosenbaum Fund for Women & Girls
$5,000.00

Organization: Bushy Hill Nature Center
Program Name: Childrens Summer Camp

Description: To provide scholarship assistance to families with children ages 4-15 throughout Middlesex County to the Bushy Hill Day
Camp.

$5,000.00

Organization: Camp Hazen YMCA Inc.
Program Name: Childrens Summer Camp

Description: To provide financial assistance to children from Middlesex County who could not otherwise afford to attend Camp Hazen
YMCA.
$5,000.00
Organization: Caritas Immigration Legal Services, Inc.
Program Name: Immigration Public Education
Description: To fund two critical Understanding the Immigration Landscape and Know Your Rights presentations across Middlesex

County. This funding will directly address the urgent need for accurate legal information for our immigrant neighbors who
are at more risk than ever.

$2,000.00

Organization: Cat Tales, Inc.
Program Name: Cat Veterinary Costs

Description: To fund veterinary costs which include spay/neuter, vaccinations, dental care, and other veterinary needs such as
operations and/or treatment for iliness.
Funded by the Animal: Respect & Friendship Fund
$5,000.00

Organization: Center for Children's Advocacy, Inc.
Program Name: Medical Education and Advocacy

Description: To support: a family education and advocacy day summit at Wesleyan University; printed and online materials, training on
epilepsy and the law for families, schools and other education programs as well as legal consultation for parents and
providers at CCMC and Yale Neurology.

$4,500.00

Organization: Clinton Sailing Club
Program Name: Women's Sailing Classes

Description: To fund Sailorships for Clinton Sailing Club Women's Sailing classes in summer 2025 for economically disadvantaged
women in Middlesex County.

Funded by the Sari A Rosenbaum Fund for Women & Girls
$1,000.00

Organization: Connecticut Audubon Society, Inc.
Program Name: Childrens Educational Program

Description: To deliver the Science in Nature education program to Chester Elementary and Old Saybrook High School students. This
program supplements classroom teaching with hands-on, inquiry-based experiences. Students explore local ecosystems
by observing habitats, identifying species, and understanding human impact. Students will also engage in community
science via Cornell Lab's Project FeederWatch program.

Funded by the Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for Birds, Other Animals, and Nature

$8,767.00
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Organization: Connecticut Forest & Park Association
Program Name: Trail Crew Internship Program

Description: CFPA Trail Crew Internship Program: 2025 late summer and fall Trail Crew Internship program and vital trail projects on
Middlesex County's Blue-Blazed Trails. These crews are essential for maintaining safe, sustainable access to forests and
wildlife throughout Middlesex County.

Co-Funded by the Katchen Coley Conservation Fund and Mary Janvrin and Natalie Janvrin Wiggins Fund for
Birds, other Animals and Nature
$16,500.00

Organization: Connecticut Gilbert & Sullivan Society
Program Name: Live Music Performance

Description: To support the cost of a live orchestra for the Fall production of IOLANTHE. The performance will utilize a full 23 piece
orchestra, as originally intended by Gilbert and Sullivan.

$2,500.00

Organization: Connecticut Humanities
Program Name: Childrens Education Workshop

Description: To host a series of workshops for children ages 8-12 in public libraries in Portland, East Haddam, and East Hampton in
summer 2025. The workshop will be led by an experienced facilitator, these workshops will foster creativity, enhance
reading, writing and drawing skills, instruct on sequential storytelling strategies, and explore a new avenue for self-
expression.

$4,948.00

Organization: The Connection, Inc.
Program Name: Eddy Shelter

Description: To support The Eddy Shelter, which provides emergency shelter and rapid re-housing support to homeless adults while
identifying and planning for long-term housing. The Eddy Shelter is the only emergency homeless shelter in Middlesex
County that serves single adult male, female, and transgender clients.

$5,000.00

Organization: Covenant To Care Inc
Program Name: Essentials for At-Risk Children

Description:
To provide basic essential and/or mandated goods to children, birth to 18 in Middlesex County, who are abused,
neglected, impoverished and/or otherwise at-risk. ltems include: car seats, beds, cribs, furniture, clothing, other
household goods, maternity supplies and toddler equipment to meet the urgent needs of children who are at risk of being
removed from their home or in the process of being reunited with their caregiver(s).

$5,000.00

Organization: Deep River Elementary School PTO, Inc.
Program Name: Childrens Education Equipment

Description: To purchase of eight (8) LEGO Education Sprike Prime Sets, aimed to empower 5th and 6th grade students which will aid
in the development of critical STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) skills through hands-on LEGO coding
activities. The goal is to inspire young students, especially young women, to engage with engineering and technology
concepts, and help them gain confidence in the STEM field by applying the engineering design process and procedural
thinking.

Funded by the Deep River Cares Fund
$1,600.00

Organization: Durham Middlefield Youth & Family Services
Program Name: Public Campaign

Description: To support the launch of "Nice or Nothing, Then Something Kind" Campaign that focuses on teaching healthy
communication skills for in person and online etiquette, and practical strategies for fostering healthy digital habits, by
means of creating a Kindness Coalition with community stakeholders to train and implement processes. In addition,
DMYFS will expand their resource database and improving accessibility.

$3,500.00
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Organization: East Haddam Park & Recreation Dept.
Program Name: Childrens Summer Camp

Description: To support enrichment programs and activities for the Summer Day Camp.
$5,000.00

Organization: East Haddam Volunteer Ambulance
Program Name: LIFEPACK Defibrillators

Description: To support the purchase of two replacement LIFEPACK Defibrillators.
$2,068.00

Organization: Essex Library Association Inc
Program Name: Educational Programs and Resources

Description: To offer additional educational programming and resources for current and future generations of caregivers on vital
parenting topics throughout a child's development years. More specifically, the funding would allow us to purchase
updated parenting materials available for check-out, offer new Sensory Playtime programs, and purchase a circulating
collection of supportive sensory materials.

$2,862.00

Organization: Essex Winter Series Inc
Program Name: Community Music Enrichment

Description: To support EWS' 2026 Community Outreach --a 4-day, emerging artist residency of educational and entertainment visits
to 15 or more facilities. Continuing an exploration of orchestral instruments and to ensure variety in the annual
presentations, Outreach will feature 3 artists - a harpist, violist and flutist - to highlight classical music that many students
may not hear and seniors may only enjoy if the music comes to them.

$3,695.00

Organization: Estuary Council of Seniors, Inc.
Program Name: Meals On Wheels

Description:
To support the Meals on Wheels program, which provides daily nutrition to hudreds of seniors on a daily basis.
Funded by the St. Luke's Home Fund
$10,000.00

Organization: First Congregational Church in Essex
Program Name: Meals For Food Insecure Families

Description: To provide Thanksgiving and mid-winter meals to 45-55 food insecure families in the Tri-Town area (Deep River, Chester,
Essex) as well as provide gift cards to Adam's Food market to social services.

Co-Funded by CFMC Grants Committee and St. Luke's Home Fund

$5,000.00

Organization: Florence Griswold Museum Inc.
Program Name: Outdoor Art Event

Description: To support the presentation of Wee Faerie Village 2025, an outdoor installation of artist-made faerie houses throughout
the Museum grounds during the month of October. Funding will help underwrite the rising costs of presenting this beloved
event for local families, including a full calendar of art-making activities, special events, and family-friendly performers, as
well as the printing of the official WFV keepsake map.

$2,500.00

Organization: Futures Inc.
Program Name: Cabinet and Shelving Supplies

Description: To purchase cabinets and shelving that will be used to store non perishable food items. Several community

organizations/businesses will host food drives on Futures' behalf.
$1,585.00

2024-2025 Competitive Grant Awards Page 12 of 15



Community Foundation of Middlesex County
2024-2025 Application Summary and Grant Awards

Organization: Gilead Community Services
Program Name: Community Health Services

Description: To support Middletown Outpatient Clinic to continue providing high-quality behavioral health services to uninsured or
underinsured clients. These funds will also help with the cost to subsidize treatment for clients who cannot afford these
important services.

$5,000.00

Organization: Girl Scouts Of Connecticut Inc
Program Name: Girls Extracirricular Activities

Description: To support general operating costs for staff and materials for the Middlesex County troupes.
Funded by the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women & Girls
$5,000.00

Organization: Goodspeed Opera House Foundation, Inc.
Program Name: Arts Education Collaboration

Description: To support the educational programs providing students opportunities to deepen their drama and language arts skills
while cultivating their identities as scholars, critics, and fans of live theatre.

$5,000.00

Organization: Henry Carter Hull Library
Program Name: Community Health Equipment

Description: To add dispensers for free pads and tampons in each of our four bathrooms.
Funded by the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women & Girls
$1,364.00

Organization: High Hopes Therapeutic Riding Inc
Program Name: Youth and Adult Programs

Description: To support equine-assisted services and programs and provide fee assistance to individuals and families who otherwise
cannot afford to participate.

Funded by the Animal: Respect & Friendship Fund
$5,000.00

Organization: HOPE Partnership, Inc.
Program Name: Salary Assistance

Description: To support affordable housing developments in Clinton and East Haddam.
$5,000.00

Organization: I-Park Foundation, Inc.
Program Name: Community Music Enrichment

Description: To support the musical ensemble and printed materials fees for FREE community engagement events: Open Trails and
Open Studios for the 2025 season.
$1,500.00
Organization: Ivoryton Village Alliance, LLC
Program Name: Ivoryton llluminations
Description:

To assist with the annual community event, the Ivoryton llluminations, which brings community members, businesses and
visitors together every year during the month of December. Funds will be used for the installation, maintenance,
replacement, removal and proper storage of the light system for the Ivoryton Green's large evergreen.

$2,000.00

Organization: Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center Inc
Program Name: Childrens Educational Enrichment

Description: To support Classroom Connections, a series of performing arts events for grades K through 12 that address applicable
curricula, social emotional learning, creativity, self-confidence, and other topics over the course of one year, serving more
than 2,000 Middlesex County students.

$5,000.00

2024-2025 Competitive Grant Awards Page 13 of 15



Community Foundation of Middlesex County
2024-2025 Application Summary and Grant Awards

Organization: Killingworth Women's Organization
Program Name: Marketing Supplies

Description:
To fund communication products for the Killingworth Women's Organization (KWO) programs, including the Killingworth
Helping Hands food pantry, town-wide tag sale and community picnic. As a small, rural community with limited options to
inform our residents, this grant will help us communicate the mission of KWO and these specific programs in order to
fulfill our mission of helping others and building a strong community.
Funded by the Killingworth Community Fund
$1,500.00

Organization: Literacy Volunteers-Valley Shore Ct Inc
Program Name: Adult Education Program

Description: The scope of work for LVVS is to offer free one-on-one English Language tutoring to adult residents in our 11-town
service area through LVVS volunteer tutors trained by LVVS in Basic English and ESL tutoring techniques. The funds will
support the promotion and execution of LVVS' Basic and ESL English language one-on-one tutoring program so that
individuals can read, write and speak English to better their work and life skills for themselves, their families, their
employers and their community.

Co-Funded by CFMC Grants Committee, Deep River Cares Fund and Killingworth Community Fund
$3,000.00

Organization: Ms President US Old Saybrook Chapter
Program Name: Old Saybrook Chapter Programs

Description: To support the Ms President US Old Saybrook Chapter, including program materials and snacks, marketing and
advertising, the annual field trip to Hartford, and the signature Campaign and Election event, and to support the
expansion of the program into Middletown with the launch of a summer program.

Funded by the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women & Girls
$5,000.00

Organization: Pathfinders Inc
Program Name: Childrens Summer Camp

Description: To suppoert camper fees from Killingworth and the rest of Middlesex County whose families could otherwise not afford to
send them to Deer Lake Day Camp.

Funded by the Killingworth Community Fund
$3,000.00

Organization: Pro Bono Partnership, Inc.
Program Name: Legal and Educational Resources

Description:
Pro Bono Partnership recruits over 1,700 attorneys to volunteer on business and transactional legal matters for 1,000
nonprofits throughout Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York. Funds will support the Partnership's work with Middlesex
County nonprofits, specifically: 1) Direct legal services, 2) Free Legal Resource Helpline for answers to general questions
about nonprofit legal issues, and 3) Education programs on legal topics relevant to Middlesex nonprofits.

$5,000.00

Organization: Ray of Light Farm, Inc.
Program Name: Equine Therapy

Description: To support the Horse Feathers Veterans and First Responders Program and the related mentor training program, Boots
and Hooves on the Ground. It will allow us to maintain a safe haven for both the participants and the animals affected by
physical trauma and / or post traumatic stress disorder.

Co-Funded by the Animal: Respect & Friendship Fund and St. Luke's Home Fund
$10,000.00

Organization: Salvation Army, Middletown CT - Southern New England Division
Program Name: Meals For Food Insecure Families

Description: To purchase food for Christmas meals for low-income, at-risk families and households in Middletown CT. Food for a

complete meal will be assembled and distributed on December 25, 2025.
$3,000.00
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Organization: Shared Harvest Garden
Program Name: Raised Garden Beds

Description: To build 4 Raised Beds with row covers to extend the growing season and maintain soil retention and soil enhancements
for same Increasing and replacing old trellis posts and fencing in existing ground beds.
Funded by the Killingworth Community Fund
$2,198.37

Organization: Shoreline Chorale
Program Name: Website Enhancements

Description: To modernize its website, enhance community access to its programs, and build a more substantial online presence.
Funds will upgrade infrastructure, expand visibility, and enrich the community by bringing choral art to a broader audience
across the CT shoreline and Middlesex County, fostering a collaborative community through the performing arts with two
concerts per year.

$2,000.00

Organization: Study Hall, Inc.
Program Name: Operations Support

Description: To support additional administrative help for the organization's operations and tutor management.

$2,500.00

Organization: Sustainable CT, Inc.
Program Name: Summer Internships with RiverCOG

Description: The Sustainable CT Fellowship Program places 12 college students and recent graduates at the nine regional Council of
Governments (COGs) offices throughout the state to provide hands-on assistance to municipalities in implementing
Sustainable CT actions, achieve SCT certification, and assist on regional COG projects to build more inclusive, resilient,
and vibrant communities for all residents. We request funding to partially support two Fellows to provide technical
assistance to CFMC towns.

$5,000.00

Organization: Women & Family Life Center, Inc.
Program Name: Guided Assistance Program

Description: To support the Guided Assistance Program (GAP) to achieve greater community impact in Middlesex County which
includes outreach and program services to meet the needs of residents when they are experiencing challenging
transitions in life. All services are provided at no cost to community members.

$5,000.00

Organization: YMCA of Northern Middlesex County Inc.
Program Name: LIVESTRONG Program

Description: Funds will be used for financial assistance for YMCA memberships during the 12-week LIVESTRONG programming, in
order to make the program free to participants.

$5,000.00

Organization: Youth & Family Services Of Haddam- Killingworth Inc
Program Name: Girls Summer Camp

Description: To support HK Girls on the Run. Funds will be used to increase overall program accessibility and provide young girls with
opportunities for physical activity & social-emotional skill development.
Funded by the Killingworth Community Fund and the Sari A. Rosenbaum Fund for Women & Girls
$3,000.00
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