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CFMC July News & Notes

July Showcased Rounds of Applause and
Ribbon Cuttings and Summer Grants in Action!

Beautiful Scenery ... A Gorgeous Sunset ...

And maybe even an h_v_g{q»}?v

eagle! T i
It all happens on the ROLLIN' ON THE RIVER ...
annual CFMC Cruise on R o 245
the CT River SEPTEMBER 4. 2025

5:30 - 8:00 PM

Reserve Your Seats Today

A Round of Applause ...

Honoring Alexandra's Legacy and
Believers in Abilities and Dreams

From left: Patrick Dilger, Gianna Catalano, Randal Smalls, Carlos Hernandez, Gale Dilger.

The Alexandra Dilger Award Fund at CFMC is so special and makes a positive impact in the
lives of neurodiverse young adults. The Fund was established by Gale and Patrick Dilger in
memory of their daughter, Alexandra, who lived a rich and fulfilling life despite personal
challenges with depression and anxiety.
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The Fund provides awards to nonprofit organizations and post-secondary educational
counseling offices to help neurodiverse young adults gain the skills, support, and equipment for
greater independence while reaching for their dreams. Recent awards have included assistive
technology, tutoring services, online classes, driving assessments, specialized tools and
equipment, and more.

This year the Fund was honored to work with Lumibility and Easterseals of Greater
Waterbury, and we extend our thanks to both organizations for their nominations and services.
The 2025 recipients are Gianna Catalano, Carlos Hernandez, Harold Morris, Randal Smalls,
and Jessica Sylvestre. From the culinary arts to special assessment programs, the recipients
are reaching for the stars and pursuing their passions. Our congratulations to each of them and
our best wishes on their future endeavors!

We are so fortunate to work with the Dilger Family to honor Alexandra and to invest in the
current - and future - success of our incredible young people.

New Buddy Bench Revealed at
Portland Riverfront Park

This month we celebrated COMMUNITY
at its BEST and being community kind by
Buddying Up!

As you might know, this past year a team
of longtime community partners - Liberty
Bank, Interfaith Golf Tournament
Committee, the Connor Meaney Young
Memorial Fund at CFMC, the Council of
Business Partners at CFMC - joined
CFMC to relaunch the Buddy Bench
program.

lan Young, the father of Connor Meaney
Young who tragically lost his life in an
automobile accident, built the latest
benches using lumber donated by the
Rossi Group. Each Buddy Bench is a place for kindness, community, laughter, and
remembrance — in honor of Connor.

The first "relaunch"” bench was installed at Middlesex Hospital (read more here), and the second
was installed earlier this month at Portland Riverfront Park.

Our hats off to all who made this partnership possible and who continue to spread smiles by
"Buddying Up for Positive Change."


https://middlesexcountycf.org/2024/11/25/relaunching-the-buddy-bench-program-through-community-partnership/

Congratulations to our Spring 2025 Grantees!

The CFMC Board of Directors is pleased to
announce that $220,087 was awarded to 52
nonprefits through our 2025 spring grants cycle.
Since 1997, the Community Foundation has
invested more than $15.8 million in grants to
support nonprofit organizations serving our region.

We are honored to support remarkable nonprofits
helping our friends and neighbors access services
many of us take for granted, such as food, shelter,
and other essentials, as well as enrichment
programs for individuals of all ages.

CFMC is grateful to the many generous donors
who have established Funds specifically for grant
making and to our funding partners, Ascend Bank
(previously GSB) and River View Cemetery, Inc.
Together, we are able to support the boots on the
ground in our community and 'Help Good People
Do Great Things' - the reason we do what we do
as a community foundation.

Visit our website News Section to view the full
list of the spring 2025 grantees.

To view the full list of grants from the 2024-2025
process, as well as previous cycles, visit the
Recent Grants page on our website.

A Round of Applause and a HUGE Thank You
to our grantees for the amazing work they do for
our countyl
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Grants in Action:

A Few More Examples of Your Support
Helping Good People Do Great Things!

Together

A "Healing Presence in a Wounded
World:" Bringing People and Animals
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VWhat do Rosebud, Norman, Tilly, and Racecar all
have in common? They're residents at Ray of Light
Farm in East Haddam!

Ray of Light Farm is an animal rescue and animal
assisted therapy center committed to providing a safe,
life-long home for their animals and offers educational
and therapeutic programs to the community.

A grant awarded by the Animals: Respect and
Friendship Fund and St. Luke's Home Fund at
CFMC supported Ray of Light's Horse Feathers
Veterans program. The program pairs veterans and
first responders with rescue horses and other animals to promote weliness for both the
participants and the animals, including those who may be affected by physical trauma or
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

Ray of Light Farm also added a clinic program, "Boots and Hooves on the Ground,” that
focuses on demonstrating how working with horses can alleviate PTSD.

We applaud Ray of Light Farm for their compassionate ways and for supporting our
Veterans and First Responders.

Helping Our Neighbors:
Advancing Affordable Housing

H P E
Affordable housing has increasingly become top
of mind for many, but for HOPE Partnership it is T ——
the very reason the organization got started. e

HOPE Partnership is dedicated to addressing
affordable housing in our area and, most recently,
the organization has been working with a private
developer to remodel the vacant Abraham
Pierson Schoaol in Clinton into 50 affordable
rental apartments. Mow that's amazing!
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CFMC is proud to invest in HOPE Partnership's
work through a general operations grant,
advancing housing for all in our region.

The former Pierson Schoal
on East Main Street in Clinton

Our thanks to HOPE Partnership for all they do to help our residents in need and serve
our community as a whole.
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Summer Circus Spectacular at Portland Parks & Recreation

Portland Parks & Recreation Kicked off Summer Quest in style by treating their
campers to a pop-up circus show from Westchester Circus Arts! This special
performance was made possible thanks to the generosity of the M. Jones Family Fund
at CFMC.

The Jones Family knew first-hand the importance and positive impact summer camps
have on our children and teenagers. They recalled the friendships, the activities, the
adventures, and the laughter — everything that makes camp great — of their own summer
days at camp. The M. Jones Family Fund summer camp grants carry on those fond
memaories and help add something special - whether an activity or a special guest or
even an ice cream truck - to our local camps.

A Round of Applause to Portland Parks & Recreation for the summer fun they bring to
Portland youth! Check out the video below to see the circus thrills and skills!

Watch on B YouTube

Click Here to watch the video on our website

Did one of this month's grantee stories grab your attention?

Looking for a way to help that organization do just a little bit more?

It's simple ... Make a contribution to the CFMC E-News Grant

Initiative, and we will make that grant on your behalf!
100% of your contribution is awarded to the organization you specify.

CFMC E-NEWS GRANT CONTRIBUTION FORM


https://middlesexcountycf.org/videos/portland-parks-rec-2025/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7VLS74kdwk
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Two Great People Who Do Great Things
Tune In for July Meaningful Mondays!

Lenny Goldberg,
co-founder with his brother, Joe, of
Lenny & Joe's Fish Tale

Episode 37 - Lenny Goldberg has
long valued giving back to the
community. He shares not anly his
background and that of his business,
Lenny & Joe’s Fish Tale, which has
been a shoreline staple, but also how
they support local charitable causes
through a special (even “Magical’) gift to
the community, the Magical Charity
Carousel.

Tune in to learn more about what
inspires Lenny and JoAnn Goldberg to
do so much for their community. From
volunteering on boards and committees
to supporting local fundraisers to
helping their favorite nonprofits through
their Fund at CFMC, Lenny and his wife
JoAnn truly embody community spirit
and believe in paying back by paying
forward.

Scotty Brown,
owner of Celtic Cavern, Middletown,
and partner in Brown & Wimler
Construction, LLC

Episode 38 - Scotty Brown joins us to
discuss what inspires him to work, live,
and volunteer in Middlesex County.

As a general contractor specializing in
construction management, Scotty
shares how a mentor and teacher
helped him find his path and provides
advice to those who may be interested
in the trades. In addition to his
contracting projects, Scotty opened
Celtic Cavern. On top of managing two
local businesses, he finds time to
volunteer and share his talents with
others, and we're proud to say he's a
member of CFMC's Board of Directorsl
Tune in to learn more and hear about
how Scotty pursues his passions while
caring for the local community.

Tune in on Spotify or on our Videos Fage.

Connect with us:

Info@MiddlesexCountyCF.org
860.347.0025
MiddlesexCountyCF.org
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Tune in to our Meaningful Mondays Podcast:
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Spotify

Mot a podcast listener?

Watch the latest episode on the Videos Page of

our website.
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